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MCWCC Minutes of 4/13/2010



MCWCC Board Meeting of 4/13/10
MINUTES

Submitted by Sonia Rubin, Administrative Manager

Subject to approval by the Board on 5/11/10
1.   Call to Order:  At 7:10pm, the Board Meeting was called to order. Roll was taken and 18 of the 43 members were present.  Additional Board Members walked in late (attendance sheet on file).

2.   Opening Remarks from Chair: Jeffrey Jacobberger welcomed everyone and gave a brief overview of MCWCC and its role in the community.
3.   Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the 3/9/2010 minutes was made by Nina Diamante-Vera and seconded by Ken Draper, and the minutes were approved unanimously, with the corrections offered by Charles Lindenblatt as follows: Section 11 should read “MCWCC has 10 candidates..” and “Candidate filing period ends 3/15/10.”
4.  Public Comment Period: None

5. Announcements from City Representatives: 

a. John Darnell of Paul Koretz’s office announced the following:

i. 2nd annual Melrose Cleanup Day on 5/16/10 at 10:30am starting at Melrose Avenue School;
ii. Crackdown on illegal tree pruning with new regulation;

iii. DWP rate hike rejection.
Fliers were left on the back table for public.


b.  Haeyoung Kim, field rep from Mike Feuer’s office announced the following:


i. Mike was recently appointed to be Majority Policy Leader of the CA State Assembly; 

 

ii. AJR 29 – Tax equity for domestic partners. This measure seeks equal federal tax treatment for same-sex couples. Specifically, it asks the IRS to reconsider its position that California registered domestic partners may not claim a community property interest in the income of both partners, but instead have to report all of each partner’s income separately without reference to the other partner’s income for federal income tax purposes. 

Passed the Revenue and Tax Assembly Committee yesterday, and now will go to the next committee hearing

iii. AB 2042 – Restricting health insurance rate increases.  Legislation would prohibit health Insurers from Raising customers’ rates more than once per year

Today (April 13, 2010) the Assembly Health Committee approved Assembly Bill 2042 on a vote of 10-5.  

iv. Mike signed onto a letter with roughly 30 other Assembly members and State senators from the LA county area supporting Mayor Villaraigosa’s proposed “30/10” plan. Under this plan, the 12 transit projects set forth in LA country’s Long Range Transportation Plan could be built in 10 years instead of the scheduled 30.  The letter expresses an interest in partnering with the Mayor’s office to secure the $9 billion of federal financing to make the “30/10” plan a reality.

v. AB 1810 - Crime Gun Tracing Improvement Act.  AB 1810 would stop the destruction of long gun records, which prevents law enforcement from using this information to quickly identify the owners of crime guns. Law enforcement efforts to investigate and prosecute gun crimes are aided by the Automated Firearm System (AFS) database, which contains records of all handgun transfers. However, state law requires that records of long gun sales be destroyed by Department of Justice (DOJ). Long guns (rifles and shotguns) play a significant role in our gun violence epidemic.  Of the 26,682 crime guns entered into the AFS database in 2009, 11,500 were long guns. DOJ sweeps to seize illegally possessed firearms have uncovered roughly equal numbers of illegal handguns (2,143) and long guns (2,019) 
6. Treasurer’s Report: David Strouse had to leave early and was unable to present the report, but as there were no questions, a motion was made by Nina Diamante-Vera and seconded by Ken Draper to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  It was unanimously adopted.
Consent Calendar: All items were pulled from the consent calendar.
7. Land Use Committee: Gilmore Land Company, LLC Project (3rd & Fairfax) 2 CUB’s requested for new retail development.  Julie Kleinick recused herself from this application and stepped out of the room.  Jeff Jacobberger described the request and stated that the applicant was here to answer questions.  There was a brief Q&A, which resulted in a motion to split the motion into 2 separate motions for each application, which was approved.  
During the public comment portion, Yuval Kramer objected to any Board discussion or vote on the Gilmore matter or the TPS motion, which was up for discussion, due to a breach of the MCWCC Bylaws requiring the posting of the agenda at least 5 days prior to the meeting.  The MCWCC agenda was posted on 4/9/10 at 7:49pm, instead of the required posting on Thursday. After discussion on this objection, a motion was made to hold everything over to next month’s Board Meeting, since there did not appear to be any urgency with these matters.  Charles Lindenblatt seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
Mr. Jacobberger apologized to the Board, to the Gilmore Representatives and to the LA Bike Coalition for this mistake, which he took full responsibility for.  He mentioned that MCWCC was not in violation of the Brown Act, and that he would have appreciated the courtesy of a call, prior to the Board Meeting, from Mr. Kramer with his intentions so that the Gilmore and LA Bike Coalition would not have had to waste their time showing up.  Mr. Kramer stated that he didn’t mind if the applicants made their presentations tonight.

LA Bike Coalition made a brief presentation of their plan to make 4th Street, between Cochran and Hoover, a more bike and pedestrian friendly street.  There was a brief question and answer period.  
8. Arts & Recreation Committee: Rebecca VerStraten Mc Sparran announced the next quarterly Art Walk scheduled for Saturday, April 17, 2010, featuring the galleries on Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Blvd., and La Brea distributed fliers and asked that they be shared with as many people as possible.
9. Public Safety Committee: Paul Lerner announced the following:

i. Next Public Safety Walk on Tuesday 5/25/10 at 7pm.  The will meet at Marie Calendars and spend an hour walking on Wilshire to LaBrea;
ii. City Council delayed vote on the Medical Marijuana Fee Regulation to Friday 4/16/10;

iii. Police funding in jeopardy. Talk to council members to try to stop this.
10. Election Committee: Charles Lindenblatt announced an MCWCC Candidate Forum on 4/27/10 at 6:30pm in the NCJW Auditorium.  Info will be posted to the website.  He also stated that MCWCC has candidates for all 45 seats and would be getting a list from the City Clerk sometime after the write-in filing period which ended today at 5pm.  
11. Public Comment: Yuval Kramer commented on why he was so upset and sited a previous situation with Ratner’s Deli.  He spoke about some issues he has with how the Chair has been operating.

12. Board Comment:  Nina Diamante-Vera stated her objection to alcohol sales between the hours of 7:00am to 2:00am;  Joel Rosansky announced that, after 4 years, he would not be returning.  He thanked the Board for their service, and wished everyone well; Pierson Blaetz stated that building relationships and partnerships with longstanding positive members of this community was a very critical part of the Board, and that he was embarrassed and upset about what happened tonight; Julie Kleinick stated that Mr. Kramer’s remarks and behavior was offensive and unfounded.  She thanked Mr. Jacobberger for his work and reminded everyone that as volunteers, it is sometimes difficult to get everything done; Mitch Singer also thanked Mr. Jacobberger for all his work as Chair of the Board and LUC;  Thomas Eisenhower reiterated the thanks to Mr. Jacobberger; Mr. Jacobberger announced that CD10 received CRA funds to redo the medians on San Vicente Blvd.
The meeting adjourned at 8:37pm.
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