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MCWCC Minutes of 3/9/2010



MCWCC Board Meeting of 3/9/2010
MINUTES

Submitted by Sonia Rubin, Administrative Manager

Subject to approval by the Board on 4/13/2010
1.   Call to Order:  At 7:03pm, the Board Meeting was called to order. Roll was taken and 26 of the 44 members were present.  Additional Board Members walked in late (attendance sheet on file).

2.   Opening Remarks from Chair: None
3.   Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the 2/9/2010 minutes was made and seconded and the minutes were approved unanimously, with the corrections offered by Bob Abrahams and Charles Lindenblatt as follows: spelling error in paragraph 5a the word “leek” is misspelled should be “leak.”  A spelling error in paragraph 5b, the word “Billona” should read “Ballona.”  Also, paragraph 16, line 13, should read “He went before the West Hollywood Planning Commission, and the West Hollywood City Council will consider the matter next week.”
4.  Public Comment Period: None

5. Announcements from City Representatives: 

a. John Darnell of Paul Koretz’s office announced the following:

i. left some information regarding the proposed cuts to the Fairfax and West Hollywood DASH lines;

ii. the EIR for the Wilshire/Crescent Heights project is now available;

iii. a draft of the final report for the proposed preferential parking district around Gardner/Fairfax/Beverly/Third St. will be available by the end of the month.


b. Nikki Ezhari of Tom LaBonge’s office announced the following:

i. funding for the last MMAW has been approved;

ii. bike lanes are being considered on 8th, La Brea, and Curson, and speed humps on other streets;

iii. the City will be repaving 3rd Street between Fairfax and Hauser with Prop C funds;

iv. the lighting on Wilshire Blvd will be upgraded and the sign fixed.

  There was a brief Q& A and she encouraged calls for additional information.  

c.  A rep from Mike Feuer’s Office gave a brief update as follows: 
i. Mr. Feuer will have a legislative package out within a few weeks, and is working on health insurance legislation;

ii. Joyce Kleifield was honored at the State Capital for her community service;
6. Treasurer’s Report: David Strouse had to leave early and was unable to present the report, but as there were no questions, a motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded and unanimously adopted.
Consent Calendar: 
7.  Land Use Committee: Smart & Final (5555 Wilshire): Case No. ZA-2009-3445 CUB:
Conditional use permit for the sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for off-site consumption, in conjunction with an existing 16,383 square foot market having hours of operation and alcohol sales from 7:00am to 10:00pm daily.
 The above Consent Calendar motion was approved with a vote of 27 in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions.  
8. Land Use Committee: 
a. Gilmore Land Company, LLC Motion (Third & Fairfax): Case No. ZA-2009-4088(CU/ZV) Applicant seeks approval of a 23,567 sq ft. “commercial corner” conditional use permit which deviates from the standards of the City’s Commercial Corner ordinance in four respects:
i. Two signage/architectural features (55’ & 62’) that exceed the 45’ height limit on the property (A zone variance is also required to allow these features);
ii. Creating a street frontage that does not meet the standard for 50% of the entire wall surface being glazing;

iii. Having extended hours for a proposed specialty grocery/pharmacy (24 hours) and restaurant/pub (6am to 2am);

iv. Not providing 5 foot landscaping setback for portion of structure facing Third Street;

v. The applicant filed two separate alcohol-related CUP applications after the Land Use Committee meeting.  This motion does not involve those.

Julie Kleinick left the room and recused herself due to a conflict of interest.  A presentation by Mark Panatier of A.F. Gilmore Company was made describing the project, which is due to begin in late summer or fall of 2010. There was a questions and answer period and public comment was made by a Tom Schneider supporting the project and urging the developer to consider having entry points on Fairfax and Third.  The direct dial number for Mr. Panatier was provided for any questions/comments/suggestions at (323)954-4232.  Steve Kramer moved to adopt the motion and it was seconded by Diana Darrin.  Charles Lindenblatt had a question regarding the CUP, which had not yet been taken up by the Land Use Committee.  He proposed amending the motion to add language reading not approving the alcohol CUPs.  His motion to amend the original motion passed with a vote of 26 in favor, 0 opposed and 1 abstention.  The amended motion passed with the same vote count.
b. Continental Graphics (100 block of South La Brea) Informational purposes only.  A presentation by Will Fleisig of Madison-Marquette was made describing the proposed renovation of the site of the old Continental Graphics.  There was a question and answer period and Mr. Fleisig left a phone number for anyone who has additional questions/comments (323) 602-5359.
9. Public Safety Committee: Paul Lerner announced the following:
     a. PS is planning another Public Safety Walk in spring.  A poll is being conducted at the website.  He encouraged all to log on and vote;

     b. PS is registering people for another CERT Class;

     c. enforcement of the recently passed medical marijuana ordinance will being in the spring and summer.  Reports of any problems with any clinics should be made to 311 Department of Building and Safety, the City Council and LAPD Wilshire Division.

10. Budget/Executive Committee: Jeffrey Jacobberger reported that the City of LA has eliminated the NC Rollover funds.  He and David Strouse have submitted $19M worth of MCWCC approved expenditure prior to the deadline to ensure payment of all outstanding obligations.  The Board will continue to discuss the remainder of the FY 09/10 budget.
11. Election Committee: Charles Lindenblatt reported that MCWCC has only 12 candidates registered for the May election.  The candidate filing period ends 3/12/10.  The mailings went out and were under budget.  Several comments were made praising the quality of the election materials.
13. June 2010 Meeting Date and Location Change:  Due to the election being held at NCJW on June 8, 2010, the Board agreed to hold the June Board Meeting on Tuesday June 15, 2010.

14. Public Comment: None
17. Board Member Comment: Andrew Lachman announced that due to work commitments, he will not be running for the Board in 2010.  He has been appointed to the LA City Quality & Productivity Commission.  He also announced that the 26th Senate District is looking for candidates for its “Sheros” Award.  He thanked the Board for their service and for having the opportunity to serve over the last four years.  
Jeff Jacobberger announced that he is working for the Census Bureau and stated that they are still hiring (Call 866-861-2010 for info).

The meeting adjourned at 9:30pm.
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