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MCWCC Minutes of 12/8/09



MCWCC Board Meeting of 12/08/09
MINUTES

Submitted by Sonia Rubin, Administrative Manager

Subject to approval by the Board on 1/12/10
1.   Call to Order:  At 7:05pm, the Board Meeting was called to order and roll was taken. 19 of the 44 members were present. Chair stated that meeting would begin but no voting would occur until a quorum was present.  Additional Board Members walked in late (attendance sheet on file).

2.   Opening Remarks from Chair: Chair, Jeffrey Jacobberger, reminded the Board of the mandatory Ethics Training requirement.  He read the names of those Board Members who have complied to date: Thomas Eisenhauer 8/17/09, Jeff Jacobberger 9/6/09, Bob Abrahams 9/8/09,
Teresa Feldman 9/28/09, Jane Burrell 10/28/09, Charles Lindenblatt 11/8/09, Tara Brown 11/8/09, Bruce McCormick 11/10/09, Vincent Autiero 2008.  Chair also stated that there are 18 Board Members who have still not viewed the Sexual Harassment Video.  Chair forgot to bring the video, but will make it available for viewing at the next Board Meeting.  Chair announced that Board Member, Denise Ciccel is being treated for breast cancer, which is why she has been absent.  She will return as soon as her health permits.  
3.   Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the November 10, 2009 minutes was brought and seconded, and they were adopted unanimously with the following changes: (1) Pg 3 new paragraph beginning with the sentence that starts “Charles Lindenblatt introduced”, (2) Pg 3 change “The applicant, Bret Engstrom” to Bret Engstrom, the applicant’s representative, and (3) Pg 3 correct the spelling of Tom LaBonge’s name.

4.  Public Comment Period: 

a. Adine Porino – spoke regarding a class on In Home Environmentally Friendly Techniques.  She requested that MCWCC consider putting up the money to start a pilot class in the MCWCC area.  The cost would be $3,000 for 30 people.  The matter was referred to the Public Policy Committee to consider.
5.   Announcements from City Representatives: 


a. Paul Koretz’s representative was unable to attend due to his birthday.  He asked that we announce the Hannukah Parade on Melrose near Poinsettia on Tuesday 12/15/09 at 7pm.  An e-mail will be forwarded to Board Members.  Also, CD5 will launch a website and newsletter in the near future.  Chair also mentioned that the 3rd Street Valet Program started on 11/28/09 and that coupons are available on the website.

6. Vacancies on Board of Directors:  Chair announced that Alice Janeen Worrell resigned, leaving a Renters Seat vacant.  There is also a Medical Seat open.  The Board must fill these positions 120 days prior to the NC Elections according to the Bylaws.

7. Land Use Committee: Chair, Brad Seiling announced that there were no motions this month, but mentioned items coming up in the next few months: The Wilshire/Crescent Heights Project; The Ross Project; The Beverly/Fairfax Project.  He announced the date of the next LUC Meeting 12/16/09.  The Chair also stated that he recently ate at the Eva Restaurant and the Smoking Joint, both of which were both supported by the Board, and they are both great..
8. Election Committee: Chair, Charles Lindenblatt stated that Sandra Mendoza of the City Clerk’s Office was supposed to be here to make a presentation, but cancelled at the last minute.  He directed the Board to review the emails that he sent in this regard. He reviewed the emails for the Board that she sent in this regard.
a. Jeffrey Jacobberger and Charles Lindenblatt both reviewed the 35 page Election Procedures Document submitted by the City Clerk and recommend passing it provisionally.  Mr. Seiling suggested delegating the approval to the Election Committee.  There was Board discussion on the matter after which Ken Draper brought a motion to vote which was seconded by Brad Seiling.  The Draft Procedures were approved with a vote of 23 in favor and 2 abstentions.

b. Election Budget: Chair, Charles Lindenblatt informed the Board NC’s are responsible for outreach.  He read a rate sheet regarding costs of doing mailers and a discussion ensued.  There were suggestions that the Election Committee and the Communications Committee need to come up with an outreach plan, which would be the least expensive way to reach out to the most stakeholders.  Suggestions were made to reach out to major employers in the MCWCC area to advertise in their newsletters.  It was also agreed that each Board Member be responsible for outreach, and that the schools might help out with distributing fliers and posting in their newsletters.  The Election Timeline was distributed to the Board.

Chair, Jeffrey Jacobberger appointed an Ad Hoc Committee to look into an outreach plan.  He appointed Chris Denson, Mike Gwaltney, Ken Draper and Lois Luger.  They will report back to the Board. 
9. Budget Committee/Executive Council: Chair, Jeffrey Jacobberger, presented the revised budget, which included a line item showing carryover funds, $1,000 for a Public Address System, an increase to the Elections Budget Line Item to $10,000 and $500 Misc category.  Discussion and Q & A followed.  Ken Draper brought a motion to approve the Revised Budget, which was seconded by Stan Brent, which passed with a vote of 24 in favor, none opposed and no abstentions.
10. Assemblyman Mike Feuer: Assemblyman Feuer spoke to the board about what was going on legislatively, and about the State Budget crises, after which there was a question and answer period.  
11. Communications Committee: Chair, Ryan Bruyninckx, reported that about 20 Board Members have still not signed onto their new MCWCC e-mail and stated that he would stay after the meeting to help anyone who has not done so.

12. Public Safety Committee: Co-Chair, Paul Lerner, informed the Board that the City Council will pass a permanent ordinance regarding the regulation of medical marijuana clinics and will shut down those that are illegal.  He stated that this ordinance would not have passed had it not been for the efforts of Neighborhood Councils.
13. Public Comment: Joan Taylor, stated that it was the Board’s responsibility to protect her from “electronic misuse.”  She also requested that the Board take up the January TPS issue regarding senior transportation , which had been tabled. 
14. Board Member Comment: Arts and Rec Committee announced that the first quarterly Art Walk was scheduled for 1/16/10, and that there has been tremendous interest and effort on the part of local galleries.  He also stated that the Elections Committee should take advantage of the MMAW 100K member e-mail list for their outreach efforts.

The meeting adjourned at 9:07 pm
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