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MCWCC Minutes of 11/10/09



MCWCC Board Meeting of 11/10/09
MINUTES

Submitted by Sonia Rubin, Administrative Manager

Subject to approval by the Board on 12/8/09
1.   Call to Order:  At 7:00pm, the Board Meeting was called to order and roll was taken. 22 of the 44 members were present. Chair stated that meeting would begin but no voting would occur until a quorum was present.  Additional Board Members walked in late (attendance sheet on file).

2.   Opening Remarks from Chair: Chair, Jeffrey Jacobberger, welcomed all first timers and spoke about MCWCC and its role in the community.  He announced that there were two meetings taking place: a Stakeholders Meeting to ratify the Bylaws, which would be open until 8:30pm for voting, and the Board Meeting.
3.   Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the October 13, 2009 minutes was brought and seconded, and they were adopted unanimously as submitted.

4.  Public Comment Period: Lucille Saunders of the LaBrea Willoughby Coalition spoke on the Hollywood Community Plan Update.  She asked about MCWCC’s efforts with regard to this plan and welcomed all parties to get involved.
5.   Announcements from City Representatives: 


a. Empower LA - Betty Wong Oyama – Neighborhood Empowerment Analyst reminded the Board of the required Ethics Training, which is available online or at a session given by DONE on 12/8/09 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.  She also announced that DONE is hosting open dialogues to educate the public about the Neighborhood Council system during the week of 11/19/09-11/25/09.  She announced that the Region E Election is scheduled for May 13, 2010 and encouraged MCWCC’s contact with our Project Coordinator at the City Clerks Office and with DONE for outreach assistance.  She also requested that MCWCC submit a revised budget which includes the full amount of what we believe our rollover funds are.  This revised budget has to be approved at our next Board Meeting and submitted to DONE for their review and approval.

b. Other Representatives for Council Offices, Mayor and other elected officials- John Darnell, Field Deputy for Paul Koretz, announced that the City would not be enforcing parking on Veterans Day.  He also reported that the courts struck down the ordinance allowing digital billboards.  The increase in zoning fees was also rescinded.  He also noted that preferential parking for the area east of Fairfax and north of Beverly is being considered and the hearing will be noticed 15 days prior to the hearing.


- A representative from Mike Feuer’s Office announced their office’s new newsletter and left some on the back table.  She also reported that legislation on water conservation was signed and that the AB91 Public Safety Measure was signed by the Governor requiring all first time DUI offenders to have ignition locks in their cars.  She announced that Mike Feuer would be attending the MCWCC Board Meeting on 12/8/09.
6. Presentation by Census Bureau: Representatives from the Census Bureau Hollywood Team announced that they are forming a partnership program with businesses, schools, churches and NC’s to reach out and spread the word about the importance of an accurate census count.  They asked MCWCC to become a partner and to join the Hollywood Complete Count Committee.
7.  Financial Report from Treasurer:  The financial report (on file) as submitted passed unanimously, 

8. Vacancies on Board of Directors: No comment was made regarding the vacancies.
9. Announcement of Upcoming MCWCC sponsored events: 

- Andrew Lachman announced a Holiday Party sponsored by Senator Curran Price on 12/17/09 at 7:00pm.  He will send information.

- David Mann announced the monthly Miracle Mile Art Walk, which takes place the 3rd Saturday of every month and is sponsored by MCWCC.  Details are on the website at www.midcitywest.org.  After November’s event, the walks will take place quarterly instead of monthly. The Arts & Rec Committee has started meetings with Galleries to rename this event the Miracle Mile Arts District.  He also announced that Arts Limited Magazine is going to do a substantial piece in the magazine if enough galleries buy ads.  
10. Consent Calendar

a. The Cyclist Bill of Rights Motion, supporting the Cyclist Bill of Rights and requesting that the City Planning and Transportation Departments use them in the City’s Bike Plan, passed with 24 in favor and none opposed.
11. Land Use Committee Motions:
a) 
a. 801 N. Fairfax Avenue (ZA 2009-2516-CUB): Julie Kleinick presented this motion with a modification striking the onsite wine tasting privileges for the Café/Gourmet Shop, and additional modifications, as reflected in the LUC minutes of October, as follows: 
a. The size of the two restaurants shall be reduced to 1) 2,000 sq. ft. with no more than 100 seats and 2) 3,000 sq. ft. with no more than 145 seats.

b. There will be one restaurant with a full line license (the 3,000 sq. ft. space) and the other will have beer and wine only. 

c. The café/gourmet market shall have an off-site license only. No consumption on-site. 

d. Hours of operation shall be 7am to 1am, 7 days a week, with alcohol service starting at 11am daily. 

e. There will be a 1-year review of the application. 

f. The operator will comply with provisions of Section 23038 of the Business & Professions Code, agreeing that the sale of food will not be incidental to the sale of food.

g. Employees will be required to park on-site.
There was lengthy Board discussion, Q&A and public comment (speaker cards on file) both for and against this project, including concerns about approving multiple CUBs in one application, parking issues, and approving applications without knowing who the operators are.  The motion passed with a voted of 18 in favor, 4 opposed and 1 abstention.


b. Butalani- 7771 Beverly Blvd. (ZA 2008-3994 CUB): Julie Kleinick presented the motion which supports the application for a full line alcohol for onsite consumption in connection with the operation of a new 1,600 sq. ft. restaurant, subject to the following conditions:

· Hours of operation will be from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily  
· No employee parking is permitted on the residential streets adjacent to the restaurant.  .
· Valet service may not park cars on the residential streets adjacent to the restaurant.  
· No outdoor seating.  
· The application will be subject to a one-year plan approval review.    

The applicant’s representative, Bret Engstrom, spoke about the project.  Liz Sterbenz and Mike Gwaltney, Board Members who live within 500 feet of the proposed project, commented before leaving the room.  They asked the Board to consider the number of people who came to speak against the project.  Employees came and spoke on behalf of the project, stating that they are committed to working with the public and to making this restaurant a positive addition to the neighborhood. They mentioned the TIPS Certification that all employees have regarding responsibility in serving alcohol. There was also public comment against the project (speaker card on file).  Board comment and Q&A followed, both in favor and against the project.  
Charles Lindenblatt introduced a substitute motion, opposing the application for the following reasons: Concerns over, a) the actual number of parking spaces; b) the triple tandem parking; c) significant increase in traffic; and d) overconcentration of liquor licenses in the area.  The substitute motion was seconded by Diana Darrin.  Andrew Lachman then requested a friendly amendment to remove a and d of the substitute motion, which Mr. Lindenblatt declined.  Mr. Lachman then moved his amendement, which was seconded by Teresa Feldman.  The amendment to the substitute motion passed with a vote of 11 in favor, 6 opposed and 4 abstentions. The vote to support Mr. Lindenblatt’s substitute motion as amended failed with a vote of 11 opposed, 10 in favor and 1 abstention.  The vote on the original motion failed with 12 opposed, 6 in favor and no abstentions.  The Chair clarified that with their votes; the Board had decided to take no position on this project. 

c. The Smoking Joint – 8486 W. Third St. (ZA 2009-2644 CUB): Julie presented this motion supporting the application for a full line alcohol for onsite consumption in connection with the operation of an existing 1789 sq ft restaurant with 79 seats and hours of operation from 11:00am to 2:00am daily. She stated that LUC voted unanimously in favor of the application.  Mr. Lindenblatt commented that he explored the parking issue further and he believes that the amount of parking spaces available was misrepresented.  There was Board discussion and the motion passed with a vote of 19 in favor, 3 opposed and 1 abstention.

There was a break in the agenda to allow Councilmember Tom La Bonge to speak.  Mr. La Bonge announced the Veteran’s Day Holiday on 11/11/09 and asked everyone to take time to remember those who serve our country.    He announced the Run for Ovarian Cancer on Sunday 11/15/09 and the Community Congress on 12/8/09.  He encouraged participation in these events.  Mr. La Bonge mentioned that that Pan Pacific Park is working with the Federal Government to merge the driveway between the park and the post office.  He asked that everyone work with the City to make LA a better place to live.
12. Public Safety: 
a. Paul Lerner reported on the great success of the last public safety walk, where about 20 members of the community participated with a large showing by the LAPD.

b. Paul Lerner reported that the City Council would be voting on a permanent Medical Marijuana Ordinance on Monday 11/16/09 at 8:30am.  He encouraged anyone who could to join him at City Hall to show support.

c. Motion to request $5,000 for graffiti removal in the MCWCC area.  Paul Lerner stated that City funding was lost due to the cutbacks and introduced Yvette Neil of Pacific Graffiti Solutions, who made a short presentation and answered questions.  There was public comment supporting this motion from various members of the public (speaker cards on file).  Charles Conrad, and Lindsay Kennedy owners of the Village Idiot and Peter Buckels of MANW spoke of their support and work with Pacific Graffiti Solutions.  Mr. Kennedy spoke about a new non profit he is starting called the Melrose Avenue Merchant Alliance.  Gloria Mao, stated that the monies previously given by MCWCC were crucial in keeping Melrose clean and safe and it was much appreciated. Joyce Kleifield, the Fairfax High School Rep. encouraged participation by MCWCC.  She mentioned that the school is often accused of being responsible for the graffiti, and that the students of Fairfax High are willing to help in the effort of graffiti removal.   After Board Discussion and Q&A, the Board voted unanimously to pass the motion.
13. Bylaws Committee: Charles Lindenblatt announced the results of the Stakeholder Meeting, which passed the Bylaws Amendments with a vote of 14 in favor.
14. Jeff Jacobberger reminded the Board to complete the Ethics Training at http:/ethics.lacity.org/education/ethics2007/?audience=done.
15. Public Comment: None

16. Board Member Comment: None

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 pm
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