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MCWCC Minutes of 08-12-2008


MCWCC Board Meeting of 1/13/09
MINUTES

Submitted by Sonia Rubin, Administrative Manager
Subject to approval by the Board on 2/10/09
1.   Call to Order:  Chair Andrew Lachman called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm. Sonia Rubin did a roll call and of the 45 members, 25 were present (attendance sheet on file). 7 more people walked in late for a total of 32 members present.
2.  Opening Remarks from Chair: Andrew Lachman spoke a bit about MCW and its role in the community and announced that elections for a new homeowners representative would be held this evening.  Elections for a new Zone 4 representative and a 2nd Vice Chair position, left open by the resignation of Teresa Magula, will take place at the next Board Meeting. Every year, the Board experiences a turnover of one fourth to one fifth of it members.  Mr. Lachman thanked Rebecca Ver-Straten McSparran for opening her home to the Board for a holiday party.  A good time was had by all.  The Miracle Mile Art Walk will resume this month.  Next months after party will be at the Meridian Wilshire Luxury Apartments from 6:30pm-8:30pm.  An announcement was made that the Fairfax Business Association, MANA, and the 3rd Street Business Association are sponsoring a City Council Candidate Forum on 2/10/09.  Mr. Lachman announced that MCW may use next month’s Board Meeting for a Candidate Forum.
3.   Approval of Minutes: There was a motion to approve the December 9, 2008 minutes, which passed unanimously.   
4.   Public Comment Period: 
- Lucille Saunders of the Melrose Neighborhood Association discussed the new proposed Billboard Ordinance, banning all digital and electronic billboard ads and calling for an overall reduction of billboards.  It will be taken up by the City Planning Commission on 1/22/09.
- Phil Daily of the SLS Hotel came in support of the Caruso Project.
- Teresa Feldman announced the Candidate Forum scheduled for 1/18/09 at Pan Pacific Park.

- Andrew Lachman announced that the city of LA is conducting a count of the homeless on 1/27/09 – 1/29/09 and needs volunteers.  You can go to LAHSA.org for more information. 
5.   Announcements from City Representatives: -Maya Zutler introduced herself as field deputy for Jack Weiss’ office. She introduced Sergeant Kirby of the LAPD as LEAD Officer of the Wilshire Community Relations Division.  As a result of the opening of the Olympic Division, the boundaries were redrawn which will result in better policing services. Sergeant Kirby announced a mixer on 1/29/09 at LACMA.
6.   Financial Report from Treasurer:  David Strouse presented the budget (on file) and it was accepted with no opposition.
7.   Homeowners Representative Election: There were two candidates for the open Homeowner’s Representative Seat; Yuval Kremer, who held the position previously, and Michael Barba.  They each made a brief presentation of their qualifications and a vote was taken.  Michael Barba won with a vote of 26 to 7.
Committee Reports and Motions

8.   Land Use Committee: 

a. 8500 Burton Way(Caruso Project) Motion: Chair Brad Seiling introduced the motion, which passed in LUC by a vote of 6 to 2.  He commented that the applicant worked quite a bit with LUC and that there was significant community outreach on the project.  Mr. Seiling brought the motion which was seconded by Alan Goldstein.  A lengthy presentation was made by the Mr. Caruso and his team. Mr. Caruso stated that he has a long history of positive projects in the community, and that they have thought long and hard about the best use for this site.  They have been in discussion with the community for well over a year and have agreed and implemented all of the community’s desires.  After the presentation, there was public comment.  Harold Hahn of the Burton Way Homeowners Association spoke in support of the project and protested the Board Minutes of last month, which recorded a public comment that Caruso acted in bad faith.  Mr. Hahn emphatically stated that Caruso did not act in bad faith.  Philip Daily, GM of the SLS Hotel, spoke in support of the project.  Mr. Yuval Kremer opposed the project stating that it would create a corridor on LaCienega.  Next was a question and answer period with the Board.  There were numerous compliments to the applicants and to the Board for insightful questions and comments.  Mr. Seiling encouraged all board members to attend LUC meetings for such big projects, so that questions and concerns can be discussed then instead of at the board meetings where the motions are up for vote.  Mr. Jeff Jacobberger proposed an amendment to the motion, whereby applicant agrees to comply with the City’s new Billboard Ordinance.  The Applicant was fine with the proposed amendment, and it passed with a vote of 30 in favor, 3 opposed and 1 abstention.  The Motion as amended also passed with a vote of 26 in favor, 3 opposed and 3 abstentions.

b. Cedars Sinai Expansion Motion: Chair Brad Seiling introduced the motion, which passed in LUC by a vote of 9 to 0.  A presentation was made by Debra Kalick and her team.  Public comment followed.  Burton Way Homeowners Association has been working with Cedars for the past 20-30 years.  They do not as yet have a position on this expansion.  Mr. Hahn requested that the Board take a look at the parking requirements, which are a serious problem.  Question and answer period ensued and the motion passed with a vote of 26 in favor, 0 opposed and 3 abstentions.
9.   Transportation Parking & Streetscape: Vote to support Grove Traffic Management Program. Chair Jeffrey Jacobberger presented the program.  Public comment began with Yuval Kremer who wanted to know if any interest had been paid on the $500,000 that was held.  He also wanted to know why the amount proposed to be expended is less than the $500,000, and why the money is being moved into the Century City NC account.  Maya Zutler stated that the $500,000 was just turned over by Caruso, that all the money will be spent and that the transfer is just an accounting entry to speed up the process.  Board questions and comments ensued and the program passed with a vote of 30 in favor, 0 opposed and 2 abstentions. 
10. Communications Committee: Arturo Nava reported that the logo and website should be up and running by next month.  The business cards are still held up with the city and we are doing our best to move the process along.
12. Bylaws and Grievance Committee: Charles Lindenblatt mentioned that last month they did not have a quorum.  There were 4 members on the committee and now there are 3, with Teresa Magula’s resignation.  
13.  Board Member Comments/Announcements: 
 - Pierson Blaetz announced the Education Committee meeting scheduled for 1/26/09 at 6:30pm at Hancock Park Elementary School.

 - Melrose Action Business Watch will have a meeting with Lead Officer on 1/26/09 at 9:30am at the Village Idiot.
 - Brad Seiling reiterated his encouragement that Board Members come to LUC meetings when there are big projects being considered, so that we don’t have to deal with this level of minutia at the Board Meetings.
 - David Mann wanted to know how each project fits into the city’s overlay plan.

 - Diana Darrin brought up the increase in parking meter rates.  She wanted to know where that money goes and has LA considered parking lots like Beverly Hills.  Mr. Jacobberger stated that he would be happy to discuss this with her after the meeting.

 - Stan Brent wanted to know if we were able to get badges for Board Members.  Arturo Nava told him that there are no city badges and that we would probably have to laminate business cards once we receive them.  Mr. Brent asked if we could get plastic sleeves.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.
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