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MCWCC Minutes of 1/12/10



MCWCC Board Meeting of 1/12/10
MINUTES

Submitted by Sonia Rubin, Administrative Manager

Subject to approval by the Board on 2/9/10
1.   Call to Order:  At 7:03pm, the Board Meeting was called to order and roll was taken. 24 of the 43 members were present.  Additional Board Members walked in late (attendance sheet on file).

2.   Opening Remarks from Chair: Chair, Jeffrey Jacobberger, wished everyone a Happy New Year, and reminded the Board of the mandatory Ethics Training requirement, which could be taken online at http://ethics.lacity.org/education/ethics2007/?audience=done. 
3.   Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the December 8, 2009 minutes was brought and seconded, and they were adopted unanimously with the following changes made by Charles Lindenblatt: (1) page 1, number 5 add the word “due” to the first sentence just before “to his birthday” and change the spelling of “Pointsettia.” (2) page 2, number 8 add the following sentence to the end of the first paragraph, “He reviewed the emails for the Board that she sent in this regard.”
4.  Public Comment Period:  None.
5.   Announcements from City Representatives: 


a. A representative from Mike Feuer’s Office gave an update on the Assembly Member’s government reform efforts.  She also announced that Governor Schwarzenegger just released a budget proposal for which subcommittee hearings will start tomorrow.

b. A representative from Council Member, Paul Koretz’s office gave a report on the Council Member’s efforts with regard to the city budget.  He announced that Mr. Koretz’s website is now operational.

6. Vacancies on Board of Directors:  The Chair announced the three vacant Board seats: Medical, Renters, and the Arts seat, left vacant by Jane Burrell.  
a.  Arts:  There was only one candidate in attendance who ran for the seat, Barbara Pflaumer, from LACMA, who was elected by affirmation.  
b.  Renters:  There were two candidates for the open renters’ seat :  Nancy Vimla, and Tim Deagan.  Each candidate spoke about their qualifications and reasons for wanted to join the Board, after which a vote was taken.  Tim Deagan won with 21 votes to Nancy Vimla’s 8 votes.  
c.  Medical:  The Medical seat election was conducted when June Collison of Olympia Medical Center arrived.  She and Nancy Vimla both ran for the open seat and spoke to their qualifications and reasons for wanted to be on the Board.  June Collison won with a vote of 27 to 9. 
7. Presentation by Fairfax High School: Joyce Kleifield, Director of Development for Fairfax Parents and Friends and Fairfax High Parent and Community Representative and Pierson Blaetz, Chair of the Education Committee gave a presentation about what is happening at Fairfax High School.  They spoke about the partnership that MCWCC and Fairfax High had begun back in 2007 and the results of that very important first partnership.  The school has raised approximately $3MM from different sources, including community partnerships, grants and private donations.  These funds are being used to renovate the 85 year old campus, which had been sorely neglected and to renew its status as an important and historic part of the MCWCC Community.  There was a brief question and answer period.  Mrs. Kleifield invited all Board Members to come by any time to visit the campus, and/or meet with administration and faculty.
8. Presentation by the West Third Street Valet Program: Mott Smith, of Civic Enterprise Associates, gave an update about the status of the West 3rd Street Valet Program, which is sponsored by the West 3rd Street Business Association.  He reported that the program is stable, permanent and ongoing.  It is currently operating on weekends only.  The program has secured 100 spaces in the Beverly Connection, 30 spaces at the Institute of Jewish Education, the Gilmore Lot at 3rd and Fairfax, and is seeking restaurant sponsors on 3rd Street to secure off-street spaces to expand the program.  There was a question and answer session at the end of the presentation.  A few comments were made about how successful the project was over the holiday period.  
9.Treasurer’s Report: David Strouse presented the report (on file).  There were a few questions regarding the Communications expense line items, which Mr. Strouse said was an accounting error.  The Communications Expense line item will be deleted and the $13.72 moved down to the Special Projects Communication line item.  The Elections expense line item, which had been approved at $10,000 at the last Board Meeting, will be changed.  The report was approved without objection. 
10. Election Committee: 
     a. Motion to approve the Election Budget and Outreach Plan: Chair, Charles Lindenblatt presented the 2010 Board Elections Outreach and Budget Motion, after which there was a lengthy discussion and question and answer period.  The committee was commended for their time, effort and thought in preparing the motion.  There were concerns, however, about spending so much money on direct mailings, which have proved to be ineffective in the past.  Suggestions were made about pooling resources with other NC’s, having Board members distribute fliers, and trying to get airtime on some local television and radio stations.  Mr. Jacobberger stated that they had reached out to other NC’s but have gotten no responses.  Additionally, Ken Draper suggested that the funds allocated to the Board are better spent in trying to communicate to as many stakeholders as possible the message of NCs and to try to promote civic engagement etc.  He reminded the Board that NCs were not created as a body to distribute government funds. After much discussion, Brad Seiling brought a motion to amend the motion to delete the proposal to fund Walking Man distribution of flyers and direct mailing of postcards.  This amendment was seconded by Steve Kramer, and passed with a vote of 18 in favor, 15 opposed and 2 abstentions.  Stan Brent then brought a motion to amend the amended motion to allow distribution of one piece by Walking Man or direct mail for candidate recruitment within the $10,000 budget previously approved.  That motion to amend was seconded and passed with a vote of 21 in favor, 8 opposed and 3 abstentions.  The vote on the amended motion passed with a vote of 24 in favor, 6 opposed and 2 abstentions.
     b. Report: Charles Lindenblatt  announced that the Board should have received the City Clerk approved  Election Procedures.  He also announced that DONE is holding an election information session on Thursday, 1/14/10 at the Wilshire United Methodist Church.
11. Education Committee: Chair, Pierson Blaetz, announced a free e-waste collection fundraiser for Greenway Arts. On Saturday 2/6/10 and Sunday 2/7/10 directly in front of Fairfax High School.  He asked for MCWCCs support of this and a motion was brought, seconded, and passed unanimously.  Mr. Blaetz stated that they would be looking for MCWCC’s sponsorship at the next Board Meeting.
12. Removal of Arturo Nava per Bylaws Article V, para.13 for unexcused absences:  Jeffrey Jacobberger, announced that the Executive Council was in favor of removing Arturo Nava from the Board, due to his absences and non responsiveness.  He originally was excused due to a personal matter, but never kept in contact with the Board and did not respond to numerous attempts at getting in touch with him.  The motion was seconded and passed with only 1 vote in opposition.
13. Public Safety Committee: Co-Chair, Paul Lerner, gave an update regarding the 2009 9% drop in major crimes in the Los Angeles area.  Homicides were down and 83% of these crimes were solved by LAPD.  The crime rate is reported as being the lowest since 1967.  Thank you to the LAPD.  He also reported that the City Council still had not passed a permanent ordinance regarding the regulation of medical marijuana clinics.  He mentioned that Trenton NJ had recently passed an ordinance and stated that they did not want to become like Los Angeles, who is seen as a laughing stock when it comes to this issue.  The City Council will be discussing this again on Wednesday 1/13/10.
14. Bylaws Committee Report: Chair, Charles Lindenblatt, announced that the Bylaws and Grievance Committee Meeting minutes are posted online for those who which to review them.

15. Report of City of Los Angeles Budget Crisis: Ken Draper announced that the City crisis is greater than we think.  Services are being diminished and layoffs continue.  There are another 2000 city layoffs anticipated for this year and most employees are required to have furlough days, including the fire department.  He reminded that they have an obligation to inform the stakeholders of the crises, and to provide a voice for the community in the budget process.  Vincent Autiero spoke regarding his involvement and stated that the city was not being very forthcoming in the information being provided.  It was suggested that the Public Policy Committee come up with recommendations on how to deal with this issue to be voted on at the next meeting.
16. Public Comment: Shawni Dracoules, a stakeholder who sits on the Arts and Rec Committee and is a volunteer coordinator with MMAW, was appointed a member of the Arts and Rec Committee.  She made a presentation about the upcoming Art Walk on 1/16/10.

17. Board Member Comment: None
The meeting adjourned at 10:10 pm.
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