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MCWCC Minutes of 08-12-2008


MCWCC Board Meeting of 08/12/08
MINUTES

Submitted by Sonia Rubin, Administrative Manager
Subject to approval by the Board on 9/9/08
1. Call to Order:  Chair Andrew Lachman called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm.                  Roll Call:  Of the 40 members, 34 were present (The attendance sheet is on file). 
2. Public Comment Period
· Joyce Kleifield thanked the board for a great 4 years.  She spoke about her new position at Fairfax High School and stated that she will keep the board informed of what is happening there.  She also made an announcement regarding an exchange teacher from Peru who is looking for a place to live. She looks forward to working with the Board.
· Mindy Lake, the new President of Friends of MCW, and founding member of MCWCC, stated that she is glad to be back and welcomed any suggestions on fundraising. She welcomed the new board.  
3. Administration of Oath and Seating of New Board Members:  The new members stood as Andrew Lachman administered the oath of office, and congratulated the new and returning board members. 

4. Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation to outgoing board members.  Andrew Lachman presented the outgoing board members with certificates of appreciation.
5. Approval of Minutes.  The minutes of the July 15, 2008 board meeting were approved unanimously.
6. Financial Report from Treasurer:  Moved up from item 11 on the agenda.  Treasurer David Strouse provided the current financial report (on file). He mentioned that everyone can access these reports on the MCW website.  Joel Rosansky moved to adopt the report.  The motion was seconded by Jeffrey Jacobberger and passed unanimously.  

7. Election of Executive Committee: Wayne Sachs presided over the election of the Chair.  He congratulated the new members, welcomed back the returning members, and thanked everybody with whom he had served.                                                                                                        The floor was opened for nominations for Chair. Alan Goldstein nominated Andrew Lachman and Babette Dickerson nominated Jeffrey Jacobberger, who declined.  There was no opposition and Andrew Lachman was voted in as Chair.  As Chair, Andrew Lachman then solicited nominations for 1st Vice Chair.  Thomas Eisenhauer nominated Charles Lindenblatt and Alan Goldstein nominated Jeffrey Jacobberger.  Each candidate spoke about their respective qualifications and aspirations regarding the position.  Ballots were passed around and Jeffrey Jacobberger won with 31 votes to 2 votes for Charles Lindenblatt.  Nominations were then opened for 2nd Vice Chair.  David Mann nominated Charles Lindenblatt and Mitch Singer nominated Brad Seiling, who declined.  Teresa Magula nominated herself.  Each of the two candidates made statements about themselves and ballots were passed around.  Teresa Magula won with 18 votes to Charles Lindenblatt’s 14 votes.  Nominations were taken for Treasurer.  Brad Seiling nominated David Strouse.  There were no other nominations.  Tom Eisenhauer made a motion to approve David Strouse as Treasurer and there were no objections.  Anish Mahajan nominated Arturo Nava for Secretary.  There were no other nominations.  Mr. Nava spoke about his qualifications and aspirations with regard to the position.  Bruce McCormick made a motion to approve Mr. Nava as Secretary and there were no objections.
8. Approval of Renewal of Lease (agenda item 12): David Strouse spoke regarding the lease with NCJW for office and meeting space in the amount of $6,000 annually.  John Ahn brought a motion to approve renewal of the lease and it passed with 32 votes and no objections.
9. Announcements from City Representatives Maya Zutler, Field Deputy for Councilmember Weiss, introduced herself and passed out a few handouts containing phone numbers of various city agencies.  A discussion of streets and alleys ensued and she welcomed everyone to contact her if they had any questions.
10. Elections of Open Board Seats (agenda item 7): After a discussion on the best way to hold the elections, Babette Dickerson brought a motion to hold separate elections for each open seat where the winner must have a majority of the votes, with a runoff of the top two nominees.  The motion passed with a vote of 28. Arts: There were 5 people interested in the Arts seat: Tara Brown, Nina Diamante-Vera, Paul Knotter, Stan Brent and Jane Burrell.  Each had 2 minutes to speak and ballots were passed around.  A runoff between Tara Brown (8 votes) and Jane Burrell (15 votes) was held and Jane Burrell won with 20 votes.  Disabled: There were 3 people interested in the disabled seat, Paul Knotter, Nina Diamante-Vera and Patrick Sieman.  Each spoke for 2 minutes.  Paul Knotter won with 24 votes.  Nina Diamante-Vera had no votes and Patrick Sieman had 11 votes. Homeowners: There were 5 people interested in the homeowner’s seat, Tara Brown, Nina Diamante-Vera, Stan Brent, Mathew Jacobs and Bob Abrahams. Each candidate spoke for 2 minutes and ballots were handed out.  The count was as follows: Tara Brown (9), Nina Diamante-Vera (1), Stan Brent (15), Matthew Jacobs (4) and Bob Abrahams (6).  A runoff was held between Tara Brown and Stan Brent, who won 18 to 16. Non-Profit: Two people were interested in the non-profit seat, Tara Brown and Dr. Caswell.  Each spoke for 2 minutes and ballots were passed around.  Tara Brown won 28 to 4.  Dr. Caswell withdrew prior to the final count. Religion: Nina Diamante-Vera was the only person interested in the religion seat.  
11. Tar Fest Motion: (While ballots were being counted in each election, Andrew Lachman moved ahead on the agenda to try to move things along.) The Arts and Recreation Committee brought a motion to once again support TarFest in the amount of $2,500.  MCWCC has supported the TarFest for the past 3 years.  Last year the MCWCC support was in the amount of $1,000, due to concerns about the amount being 10% of the Special Projects Budget.  It was agreed that more information should try to be obtained about the TarFest budget and what MCWCC’s sponsorship is used for.  The motion passed with 32 votes no opposition and no abstentions.
12. Emergency Preparedness Motion: A motion by the Chair was brought to support the cities 17th annual Emergency Preparedness Fair being held for the first time at the La Brea Tar Pits.  MCWCC’s name will be in the Fair’s materials. Other perks include mention at the event and the ability of MCWCC to have a booth at the event.  There was opposition to the motion by Ken Draper and Brad Seiling, with regard to why the city is asking neighborhood councils for money to support a city event.  A Motion to accept was made by Julie Kleinick, seconded by Arturo Nava and passed with a vote of 22 in favor, 8 opposed and 3 abstentions. 
13. Designation of Persons Authorized to Submit Community Impact Statements (Agenda Item 8):  The Executive Committee brought a motion to adopt a rule regarding the persons authorized to submit community impact statements as follows: Chairperson of the Board of Directors, Secretary of the Board of Directors, Chair of the Land Use Committee, Chair of the Public Policy Committee and Chair of the TPS Committee. A motion was brought by Babette Dickerson and seconded by Janeen Weiss to adopt this motion.  A vote was taken with 30 in favor of the motion, no opposition and 4 abstentions.
14. Introduction and Reports by Committee Chairs (Agenda Items 16-21): Each of the Committee Chairs made a 5 minute presentation about what their respective committees are responsible for and the importance of serving on these committees.
15.  Greenway Motion: Due to the transition in administrative managers, the Motion was inadvertently omitted from the meeting’s package.  A presentation was made by the chief landscape architect describing the “Greenstreet Project” that is proposed for Vista Street near Melrose Ave, a project that would provide for a drainage system which would greatly reduce the runoff pollution to the LA River and the ocean.   Their first project in Elysian Park was very successful. Many comments were made by board members in support of the motion and it passed unanimously.
16. Due to the late hour, the remaining committee reports and motions were tabled without objection until the September 9, 2008 Board meeting.
17. Public Comments: Adina Blythe made a statement regarding her running for City Council.  Her website is Adina2009.com
18. Board Member Comments/Announcements: 
· new members to provide contact information
· Executive Committee meeting to be scheduled for this week
· green MCW totes available for new members
· Nina Diamante Vera to present board with some information regarding solar energy
· Spoken Word Festival flyers available
· Melrose cleanup renegotiated with a new vendor
· Election Committee needs more involvement
· Ben Barbash moving to NY and will step down. Election for small business seat will take place at next meeting
19. The meeting adjourned at 9:50 pm.
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