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MCWCC Minutes of 07-15-2008


MCWCC Board Meeting of 07/15/2008

MINUTES

1. Call to Order:  Chair Andrew Lachman called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.  
2. Roll Call:  Of 34 members, 23 were present (The attendance sheet is on file). 
3. Introductions:   The Chair invited newly-elected board members to introduce themselves. 

4. Opening Remarks.  The Chair announced that there were vacancies on the Board of Directors, due to seats with no candidates in July 2008 election and resignations from the Board, and that an interim election would be held at the August 12, 2008 Board meeting.

5. Approval of Minutes.  The minutes of the June 10, 2008 board meeting were approved by acclamation.

6. Public Comment Period
· Nina Diamante Vera spoke regarding her qualifications for an open seat on the Board of Directors

· David Sobel spoke regarding the August 2, 2008 City of Hope Underwear Affair to raise money for cancer research, to be held at the La Brea Tar Pits.  
7. Financial Report from Treasurer:  Treasurer David Strouse provided the current financial report (on file).  Ken Draper moved to adopt the report.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  

8. Announcements from City Representatives
a. Maya Zutler, Field Deputy for Councilmember Weiss, introduced Olga Morales and Rafael Solarzana, from the Bureau of Engineering, who presented information about a sewer repair project at Melrose & Formosa.  
b. Naheed Quereshi, DONE Project Coordinator, invited board members to attend the Central Area regional board training on Wednesday, July 23, 2008 and distributed flyers regarding this training.

c. Nikki Ezhari, Field Deputy for Councilmember LaBonge, introduced herself.   


Committee Reports/Motions
9. Elections.  Chair Charles Lindenblatt presented statistics regarding stakeholder participation in the July 1, 2008 Board election, and provided information about the status of the election challenge filed by James O’Sullivan.
10. Budget.  The Board Chair brought a motion to adopt a budget for FY 2008-2009.  The proposed budget essentially duplicated the budget that had been adopted for FY 2007-08.  Julie Kleinick made a motion to reallocate the $5,500 item for Elections to Special Projects, as Mid City West will not hold an election this fiscal year.  The motion was seconded, and passed unanimously.  After discussion, Steve Kramer moved to adopt the amended budget, the following motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
MidCity WEST adopts the following budget for 2008-2009 Fiscal Year:

	MCWCC - PROPOSED 2008-2009 BUDGET

	
	Administrative Expenses
	
	

	
	Manager (Sonia Rubin)
	 $          24,000 
	

	
	Rent
	 $            6,000 
	

	
	Computer / Equipment
	 $               500 
	

	
	Printing / Nameplates / Cards
	 $               750 
	

	
	Supplies / Phone
	 $            2,000 
	

	
	Total Administrative
	 $  33,250 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Special Projects
	 $  31,750 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $  65,000 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	1.  All non-administrative expenses incurred after July 1, 2008 must be pre-authorized

	
	by the Budget Committee and approved by the MCWCC Board.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	2.  Committees are encouraged to submit requests for Special Projects funds no later

	
	than September 30, 2008.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	3.  If Committees require room rental for Committee meetings at NCJW

	
	after July 1, 2008, requests must be submitted to the Budget Committee.

	
	Payment will not be made for room rentals that are not pre-approved.


11. Arts and Recreation.  
a. Committee Chair Rebecca verStratten-McSparran moved that Mid City West allocate $5000 from the Special Projects fund for the Miracle Mile Art Walk for July-October 2008; the motion was seconded.  There was discussion regarding how the money would be spent, including for printing and distribution of flyers and other advertising.  The motion passed 21-0.
b. The committee chair announced that the monthly Art Walk would take place on July 19, 2008.  The host gallery is the Lawrence Asher Gallery.  The committee chair also announced that the MAK Foundation would hold an open house at the Mackey Apartments on Saturday, July 19, 2008.  
12. Land Use.
a. Committee Chair Brad Seiling introduced a request for a conditional use permit for the sale of beer and wine at the Golden State Café, an existing restaurant at 426 North Fairfax (ZA-2008-1340).  Brad Seiling made the following motion:
“Subject to a one-year review, Mid City West supports the application for a CUP to permit the sale of beer and wine only for onsite consumption in connection with an existing restaurant.  Mid City West supports hours of operation from 11:00 a.m. to 12 midnight Sunday through Thrusday and 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. Friday and Saturday.  Alcohol service permitted only after 5:00 p.m., and service of alcohol will cease one hour before closing – 11:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday; Midnite Friday and Saturday.  The applicant has represented that he has 2 onsite parking spaces and has contracted for 4 spaces offsite after 5:00 p.m.  Mid City West’s support is conditioned on the applicant maintaining those parking arrangements. “    

The motion was seconded.  Jason Bernstein spoke on behalf of the applicant, and requested that the applicant be permitted to serve alcohol until closing, and not be required to cease one hour before closing.  During board discussion, Yuval Kremer moved to amend the motion to delete the phrase “and service of alcohol will cease one hour before closing – 11:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday; Midnite Friday and Saturday.”  The motion to amend was seconded and, after discussion, was passed by a vote of 18-4, with two abstentions.
After further discussion, __________ moved to adopt the motion as amended.  That motion was seconded, and the following motion was passed by a vote of 20-2, with one abstention.  

Subject to a one-year review, Mid City West supports the application for a CUP to permit the sale of beer and wine only for onsite consumption in connection with an existing restaurant.  Mid City West supports hours of operation from 11:00 a.m. to 12 midnight Sunday through Thrusday and 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. Friday and Saturday.  Alcohol service permitted only after 5:00 p.m.  The applicant has represented that he has 2 onsite parking spaces and has contracted for 4 spaces offsite after 5:00 p.m.  Mid City West’s support is conditioned on the applicant maintaining those parking arrangements.     

b. Committee Chair Brad Seiling introduced an adaptive reuse project at 6317 Wilshire Blvd. (ZA-2008-2354) to convert a medical office building to a boutique hotel, and made the following motion.
“Mid City West supports the following applications with respect to this parcel:


“1.  Conditional use to allow the sale, dispensing and consumption of a full line of alcoholic beverages, as an incidental business accessory to the operation of a hotel.  


“2.  Conditional Use to allow a hotel use within five hundred feet of a residential  zone.  


“3.  Zoning Administrator Determination to allow an Adaptive Reuse Project, consisting of a 74 guest room hotel and accessory uses within an existing commercial building. 

“In connection with the adaptive reuse, Mid City West supports that following incentives:  a) allowing guest rooms to not be subject to the lot area requirements of the zone or height district; b) allowing the required number of parking spaces to be the same as the number of spaces that existed on the site on June 3, 1999, and to maintain the non-conforming configuration; and c) exemption from the requirements of Site Plan Review.

“Mid City West’s support is subject to the following conditions:


1.  Prior to the issuance of the Conditional Use permits being sought, or the withdrawal of the application therefore, the Applicant shall not assign, transfer or convey its rights to purchase the Property, except to an entity of which Applicant is the sole owner or in which Applicant or its principals own a controlling interest.


2.  The scope of the project does not change prior to issuance of the Conditional Use permits being sought.


3.  A security guard is maintained on the premises from 6 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.


4.  Employees who drive to work must park on the premises.” 

The motion was seconded.  Brad Rosenheim of Rosenheim & Associates, Inc. spoke on behalf of applicant OSM Investment.  Mr. Rosenheim requested a modification of the motion to indicate support for a waiver of the requirement to provide a loading zone.   The project architect, Karin Liljegren of Killefer Fromming Architects, also spoke on behalf of the project.  There was board discussion regarding signage and the billboard on the site, as well as about the alcohol use on the roof and potential for noise affecting neighbors.  There was a motion to table pending discussion of the Amoon Ra project, which was seconded and passed 18-1.

c. Committee chair Brad Seiling introduced an application for an alcohol-related conditional use for Amoon Ra at 980 North La Cienega and made the following motion:
“Mid City West opposes the application for a CUP to permit the sale of full line of alcohol for on-site consumption in conjunction with the operation of a 2,500 square foot restaurant , with outdoor dining patio and hours of operation from 11:00am to 1:00am Monday through Thursday, 1:00am to 4:00am Fridays, 9:00 am to 4:00am Saturdays, and 9:00am to 1:00am Sundays and Holidays.  Mid City West opposes the application to allow live entertainment.  “

The motion was seconded.  Brad Engstrom spoke on behalf of the applicant.  He stated that the applicant had held meetings with neighbors, and was modifying its request to scale back the proposed hours of operation, with closing times of midnight Sunday to Thursday, and 2 am on Friday and Saturday.  Several stakeholders spoke against the application, generally requested closing times of 11 pm on all nights, and expressing concerns about noise from this location, as well as traffic, noise and other disruptions from the large number of clubs/restaurants on La Cienega between Melrose and Santa Monica.  These stakeholders were:  Terry Trebotic, Toni Gonzales, Betty McGuire, Jim Cann, Jan Bursey, and Suzanne Zachary.  There were other neighbors present who did not speak but indicated general support of the positions taken by neighbors who did speak.  David Warner, owner of the commercial property to the north of the applicant, spoke in favor of the applicant, and presented information about the distance from the restaurant to nearby residences.  The owner of the restaurant, Ahmad Badran, spoke in favor of the applications, and promised to work with neighbors regarding hours of operation.     

After board discussion, there was a motion to close debate, which passed 19-4.  The committee chair made a technical amendment to the motion, to have the proposed hours of operation included in the motion correspond with the applicant’s modified application.  By a vote of 22-0, with one abstention, the Board passed the following motion:

Mid City West opposes the application for a CUP to permit the sale of full line of alcohol for on-site consumption in conjunction with the operation of a 2,500 square foot restaurant , with outdoor dining patio and hours of operation from 11:00 am to midnight Monday through Thursday, 1:00pm to 2:00am Fridays, 9:00 am to 2:00am Saturdays, and 9:00am to midnight Sundays and Holidays.  Mid City West opposes the application to allow live entertainment.  

d. The motion regarding the proposed hotel was 6317 Wilshire was called back to the table. Michael Orwitz, representing the applicant, stated that they were precluded by the terms of their contract with the billboard company, to provide any information about that contract to Mid City West.  During discussion, Board Member David Strouse stated that he would recuse himself from further consideration of the item due to the fact that discussion had focused on the billboard and he was employed by CBS, which owns and operates billboards in Los Angeles.  A motion to call the question passed 18-4, and by a vote of 18-1-2, the Board passed the following motion:
Mid City West supports the following applications with respect to this parcel:


1.  Conditional use to allow the sale, dispensing and consumption of a full line of alcoholic beverages, as an incidental business accessory to the operation of a hotel.  


2.  Conditional Use to allow a hotel use within five hundred feet of a residential  zone.  


3.  Zoning Administrator Determination to allow an Adaptive Reuse Project, consisting of a 74 guest room hotel and accessory uses within an existing commercial building. 

In connection with the adaptive reuse, Mid City West supports that following incentives:  a) allowing guest rooms to not be subject to the lot area requirements of the zone or height district; b) allowing the required number of parking spaces to be the same as the number of spaces that existed on the site on June 3, 1999, and to maintain the non-conforming configuration; c) exemption from the requirements of Site Plan Review; and (d) waiver of the requirement to provide a loading zone.

Mid City West’s support is subject to the following conditions:


1.  Prior to the issuance of the Conditional Use permits being sought, or the withdrawal of the application therefore, the Applicant shall not assign, transfer or convey its rights to purchase the Property, except to an entity of which Applicant is the sole owner or in which Applicant or its principals own a controlling interest.


2.  The scope of the project does not change prior to issuance of the Conditional Use permits being sought.


3.  A security guard is maintained on the premises from 6 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.


4.  Employees who drive to work must park on the premises. 

13. Public Policy Committee.  Committee chair Ken Draper made the following motion, which was seconded:

The Mid City West Community Council opposes Proposition 8, which would amend the California Constitution to provide that “only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California,” and would reverse the recent Supreme Court decision legalizing same-sex marriage.  

The Mid City West Community Council also urges its stakeholders to vote against this initiative.
After discussion, the motion was adopted by a vote of 20-1-2.  
14. Due to the late hour, additional committee reports were tabled without objection until the August 12, 2008 Board meeting.
15. Public Comment Period.  There was no public comment.
16. Board Member Comments/Announcements
17. The meeting adjourned at 10:20 pm.
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