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MCWCC Minutes of 7/14/09


MCWCC Board Meeting of 7/14/09
MINUTES

Submitted by Sonia Rubin, Administrative Manager
Subject to approval by the Board on 8/11/09
1.   Call to Order:  At 6:45 pm, Chair Andrew Lachman announced the Stakeholder meeting to vote on Bylaws changes. At 7:05pm, the Board Meeting was called to order and roll call was taken. 18 of the 45 members were present (23 required for a quorum). Additional Board Members walked in late and by around 8:30pm we had a quorum (attendance sheet on file).
2.  Opening Remarks from Chair:  Andrew Lachman spoke about MCWCC and its roll in the community.  He thanked this Board for all of the great work it has accomplished during his tenure as Chair.  He thanked Brad Seiling and the Land Use Committee and Charles Lindenblatt for his single handed efforts with the Election issues.
3.   Approval of Minutes: There was a motion to approve the June 9, 2009 minutes and they were adopted unanimously.
4.   Public Comment Period: 

-There were numerous members of the public who showed up to speak regarding a proposed 711 store at the corner of Fairfax and Oakwood.  Brad Seiling, Chair of the Land Use Committee, announced that the Board was not taking action on this matter at this meeting and that there has been no lease signed or application filed for this proposed project, which is only in the preliminary discussion stages.  A Mr. Chernow spoke on behalf of many of the attendees,  opposing the proposed 711 project.  There were a few other people who spoke against the 711 coming in.  


-Joyce Kleifield announced that the Fairfax Median was complete and thanked the Board for its support.

- Joan Taylor commented that the Public Safety Committee should hear individual complaints.
5.   Announcements from City Representatives: 

- Jenny Wood, Deputy District Director for Speaker Bass spoke regarding the City Budget issue, a Green Jobs Symposium on 7/23/09 and mobile district offices.


- Graycee Liu, Senior Project Coordinator for DONE, announced Naheed Qureshi’s departure.  She stated that we would be informed of our new DONE Rep. in the near future.  She announced that DONE offices will be closed on the second and fourth Fridays of every month as part of the required furlough days, and announced an upcoming Regional Training regarding public safety.  She left a sexual harassment training DVD to be played for the Board at one of our Board Meetings.

- The Chair introduced Jay Greenstein from Paul Koretz’s Office and announced his own new position at Curran Price’s Office.


- Paul Koretz, the newly elected City Councilman spoke regarding his new position and his desire to be accessible and helpful to neighborhood councils.  He wants to do whatever he can to empower NC’s and make better use of them.  There was a question and answer period and discussion.

6.   Presentation by Sean Burton – City Planning Commission – Mr. Burton was unable to attend.
7.   Financial Report from Treasurer:  David Strouse was not present, so Andrew Lachman reported that MCWCC had a $38M rollover with $2M committed for the administrative manager and $5M for the Fairfax Median.  
Committee Reports and Motions
8.  Election Committee Report: Since there was no quorum yet, Charles Lindenblatt announced the City Clerk’s decision to change the NC Election Day to Thursday 5/13/2010.
9.  Election Committee Motion:  Motion to approve City Clerk’s 2010 Neighborhood Council Elections’ Polling Place Suggestion Form, due by July 31, 2009, with contact information and the following Election Committee recommendations: 

i. Election Time: 2:00pm-8:00pm.


ii. Polling Place Recommendations in order of preference:



1. Hancock Park Elementary School; 



2. Farmers Market;



3. Fairfax High School;



4. Korean Cultural Center;



5. Westside Jewish Community Center.
Motion passed with a vote of 22 in favor, 1 opposed and 0 abstentions. 
10.   Public Safety Committee Motion:


a. Motion to request $1,000 in funding from the FY09-10 Special Projects Budget to Sponsor LAPD’s National Night Out event on August 4, 2009. The motion passed unanimously, with 23 votes in favor.

b. Motion to request $1,000 in funding from the FY09-10 Special Projects Budget to sponsor LAPD’s Open House on August 16, 2009. The motion was amended to call for $500 to support the Wilshire Division Open House and $500 to go towards the purchase of new phone equipment for the front desk at Wilshire Division.  The amended motion passed with a vote of 22 in favor, 1 opposed and no abstentions.

c. Motion to request $60 in funding from the FY09-10 Special Projects Budget to sponsor a Community Emergency Response Training Class. Chair, Andrew Lachman stated that he will pay for this himself.  No vote required.
11.   Arts and Recreation Committee:  

a. Report – Rebecca VerStraten-McSparran announced this month’s Miracle Mile Art Walk on 7/18/09 from 4:30pm to 10:00pm featuring the galleries of Wilshire Blvd.


b. Budget Motions:  There was a bit of a mix up regarding the two Arts & Rec budget motions.  The total request for Arts and Rec was supposed to have been $9,000 ($1,500 for TarFest and $7,500 for MMAW).  The agenda items mistakenly referenced a total of $7,500 ($1,500 for TarFest and $5,000 for MMAW).  After the motions were presented, discussion and public comment heard, the TarFest request was amended to increase the amount to $2,500 and it passed with a vote of 22 in favor, 0 against and 1 abstention.  The MMAW motion passed unanimously, with 23 votes.  It was decided that another motion for the remaining $2,500 needed for MMAW would be taken up at the next Board Meeting in August.
12.   Land Use Committee:

      a. 5550 Wilshire Blvd. – Chipotle Motion.  The motion to support the application for a CUB to permit onsite sale and consumption of beer and wine and pre-mixed Margaritas at a new restaurant with hours of operation of 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily, passed with a vote of 20 in favor, 0 against and 3 abstentions.
     b. 7669 Beverly Blvd. – Nakkara Motion. The motion to support the application for a CUB for onsite consumption of beer and wine in connection with an existing 975 square foot Thai restaurant with 37 seats inside and 8 outside on a patio in the public right of way, was amended to strike the 5 year review and replace it with a 1 year review.  The amended motion was accepted as a friendly amendment and no voted was required.
13.  Transportation, Parking and Streetscape: The TPS motion was tabled until next month.
14.  Executive Council: Motion to request up to $6,250 for between 16 and 25 MCWCC signs to be posted at the edges of the MCWCC boundaries was tabled until next month.
15.  Bylaws: Report was given by Chair Charles Lindenblatt regarding the approval by DONE of all of the amendment requests submitted and that the stakeholders voted to approve all of the changes.
16.  Public Comment Period: None
17. Board Member Comments/Announcements: 

     - Paul Lerner announced that an excellent paper on Medical Marijuana was prepared by some community activists.  If anyone is interested, see Paul.
     - Andrew Lachman stated that his quote in the campaign piece for Paul Koretz was not intended to be made on behalf of the Board.  He stated that he will be more diligent in the future.
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.
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