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MCWCC Minutes of 6/9/09


MCWCC Board Meeting of 6/9/09
MINUTES

Submitted by Stacy Bertuccelli, Board Member
Subject to approval by the Board on 7/14/09
1.   Call to Order:  Chair Andrew Lachman called the meeting to order at 7:07pm and roll call was taken. 27of the 41members were present. Additional Board Members walked in late (attendance sheet on file).
2.  Opening Remarks from Chair:  Andrew Lachman began by stating that, after conversations with the head of administration at DONE, David Strouse will resume as Treasurer.  All of MCWCC’s expenses have now been approved.  Andrew Lachman thanked the Board for their understanding the last few months, as he is getting married in June and has been quite busy.  He announced that Paul Lerner and he spent the day with the City Council, and they were please to announce that the hardship exemption regarding applications for marijuana dispensaries was repealed.
3.   Approval of Minutes: There was a motion to approve the May 12, 2009 minutes and they were adopted unanimously, with a correction to the header.
4.   Election of Vacant Board Seats: Andrew Lachman announced the three vacant seats: Zone 4, Renters, and Disabilities.  2 candidates ran for Zone 4 Rep: Liz Sterbenz and Mike Gwaltney.  Both spoke about themselves for 2 minutes each and ballots were passed around.  Liz Sterbenz won with a vote count of 21 to 9.  The floor was then opened up to the renters seat.  Three candidates ran for the renters seat: Mike Gwaltney, Lois Luger and Stephanie Poretz.  They each spoke for 2 minutes and the ballots were passed around and counted.  Mike Gwaltney won with a vote of 17 to 9 to 4. Lois Luger then ran for Disabilities Rep and a motion for acceptance by acclamation passed with no objections.
5.   Public Comment Period: Mindy Lake, head of Friends of MCWCC, announced that as of tonight, Friends of MCWCC will no longer exist.  Due to the City’s decision that NCs can do their own fundraising.
6.   Announcements from City Representatives: None.
7.   Presentation by Principal Ed Zubiate of Fairfax High: Pierson Blaetz introduced Principal Zubiate, who spoke about Fairfax High and his goals of making it a school that is intimately connected with its community and to reestablishing it as a great school.  They have successfully raised 13.5MM or the $15MM needed to do all of their planned renovations.  He announced the free concert on Thursday night and thanked the Board for their continued support. He encouraged Board Members to visit the school and/or to call him or his staff with any questions.  He hopes to keep us posted annually.
8.   Financial Report from Treasurer:  David Strouse presented the financial report and the motion to accept it was unanimous.
Committee Reports and Motions

9.   Arts and Recreation Committee:  Chris Densen presented.  He informed the Board of the great success of the LACMA/MUSE.  He also announced the next Art Walk on June 20, 2009, which will be in the evening from 5pm-10pm during the summer months.  The host gallery for June is Ian James and the after party will be at LDC Design.
10.  Bylaws Committee Report: Charles Lindenblatt reported that 2 of the 3 amendment applications were approved by DONE and we are waiting on the 3rd regarding absences.  He announced that prior to the next Board meeting, we will have a stakeholder meeting to vote on these amendments.
11.   Communications Committee Report: Ryan Bruyninckx announced that the next meeting will be held on June 22nd.  He stated that they have implemented automatic e-mail notices
12.  Election Committee: Chair, Charles Lindenblatt, announced a meeting on Saturday 6/13/09 at 9:30 am to vote on the day of the week that elections are to be held.  Charles will attend and the asked if anyone wanted to be an alternate.  No one volunteered.  The City Clerk is reviewing budget issues: all mailers will come out of NC budgets; vote by mail will be limited; there is no money to staff elections.  Grievance process was tabled. The next election will be held sometime during the week of 5/9/09-5/16/09 2010.
13.  Public Safety Committee: Paul Lerner announced that the City Council will strike the hardship exemption clause and draft a permanent ordinance with regard to rules and regulations for medical marijuana dispensaries. Tara Brown announced an upcoming CERT Class beginning July 9, 2009 at Fairfax High School.
14.   Land Use Committee:

      a. BLD – 7450 West Beverly Blvd: Mid City West supports the application to renew an existing CUB (full line onsite service) and to extend alcohol service to an existing patio located along the public right-of-way.  Brad Seiling presented the motion.  There was a brief question and answer period and discussion.  The motion passed with a vote of 24 in favor, 7 opposed and 1 abstention.
     b. 7771 Beverly Blvd: 

Mid City West opposes the application for a for a CUB to permit the sale and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption without prejudice to the owner presenting a new or renewed application after the owner makes arrangements with a new tenant and provides details concerning the proposed new restaurant (including hours and parking arrangements). Brad Seiling presented the motion and it passed with only 1 vote in opposition.
15.  Transportation, Parking and Streetscape: Jeffrey Jacobberger reported on the City’s developing a bike plan.  TPS Committee is involved in coming up with recommendations. A map was presented with current plan.
16.  Discussion of Board Retreat: Jeffrey Jacobberger stated that the Executive Committee is looking at holding a Board Retreat on Sunday 8/2/09 or 8/9/09.  He requested input as to which date would be better.
17.  Public Comment Period: Maya Zutler  reported on the City Council’s review of the medical marijuana dispensaries; the median at 6th and Fairfax; the median on North Fairfax; and the 3rd Street project. The NC thanked Maya for doing a fantastic job as field deputy.
18. Board Member Comments/Announcements: 

-  An announcement was made about the digital conversion of televisions on Friday 6/12/09. A statement was made regarding the Muse Art Walk and a thank you to the Arts and Rec. Committee, who is doing a fantastic job.  There was an announcement about an event at the Grove the previous weekend and a request that MCWCC try to get advanced notice of City events.
The meeting adjourned at 8:56 pm.
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