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MCWCC Minutes of 3/10/09

MCWCC Board Meeting of 5/12/09
MINUTES

Submitted by Stacy Bertuccelli, Board Member
Subject to approval by the Board on 6/9/09
1.   Call to Order:  Chair Andrew Lachman called the meeting to order at 7:05pm and roll call was taken. 25 of the 41members were present (attendance sheet on file).
2.  Opening Remarks from Chair:  Andrew Lachman began by introducing MCWCC and describing its role in the community.  He listed the open positions of: Renters, Disability, Media and Zone 4.  He also announced David Strouse’s resignation as Treasurer due to his frustration with how DONE does business.  Mr. Lachman informed the Board that he has escalated this issue with senior staff at DONE and has spoken with Wendy Greuel, who stated that she may request an audit of how DONE operates its funding.  Elections for open seats will be held at next month’s meeting.  Mr. Lachman also thanked the Board Members (Jeffrey Jacobberger, Rebecca VerStraten McSparran, and Andrew Lachman) who showed up to testify regarding the NC budget issue.
3.   Approval of Minutes: There was a motion to approve the April 14, 2009 minutes. Charles Lindenblatt mentioned a typo on the first line and pointed out a mistake in the LUC section (Wetherly Drive Motion). The minutes as corrected, passed without opposition.
4.   Public Comment Period: Joyce Kleifield (Fairfax Business Association) announced that they are finally breaking ground on the 801 N. Fairfax Median Project, for which MCWCC has contributed $10,000 ($5M already funded and $5M outstanding). They are still shy some of the funding, but are confident that they will reach the goal. She also requested that Principal Zubiate of Fairfax High School be put on the Agenda for June’s Board Meeting for an update on what is going on at Fairfax High School.
5.   Announcements from City Representatives: Fabiola Vilchez from the Mayor’s office introduced herself as the Mayor’s NC Liaison.  She assumed this position 6 months ago and is trying to make the rounds to all of the 19 NCs under her jurisdiction.  She is available for any assistance at (213) 978-0812 or at fabiola.vilchez@lacity.org. 
Nikki Ezhari from Tom LaBonge’s Office reported that her office is looking into the billboard initiative and the illegal medical marijuana dispensaries.  She stated that they must follow due process, which takes awhile, but assured that they are dealing with these issues.  She also stated that Mr. LaBonge does not support the NC Budget Cut proposal.  Her office is also working on a neighborhood traffic management program in the Miracle Mile area.  She announced an LAPD Open House honoring MCWCC Board Member Stephen Kramer.  Ms.  Ezhari also informed the Board that 102 trees have been planted on Western Avenue and to be aware that DWP is working on a trunk line (sewer) on Western, so traffic may be unpleasant for a while.  She announced the Berlin Wall Project to take place on 11/8/09 in conjunction with the German Consulate.
6.   Presentation by the Bureau of Sanitation: Lorena Sanchez of the Bureau of Sanitation made a presentation of the City’s plans regarding alternative technologies for trash disposal.  She stated that the city is committed to ending landfills, and that LA has one of the nation’s leading recycling programs.  Renew LA is the program that is looking into turning waste into energy.  The bureau is committed to getting stakeholder input.  More information is available at www.alternativetechnology.org.  There will be a meeting @ the City of Angeles Cathedral on 5/30/09.  Miguel Zermeno (miguelzermeno@lacity.org) or (213) 485-3611 is also available for information.
7.   Financial Report from Treasurer:  None.  Treasurer resigned.
Committee Reports and Motions

8.   Arts and Recreation Committee:  The scheduled speaker didn’t show so Chris Denson announced the Miracle Mile Art Walk to take place on May 30, 2009, in conjunction with LACMA.  LACMA Muse as this month’s event is called is a high profile event which will be an all day event from 12:00pm to 8:00pm, and will include food, a baliwood performance and more.  The after party will take place at the El Rey. All were encouraged to come.
9.   Communications Committee Report: Ryan Bruyninckx announced that the website is in current need of content and he encouraged all committee chairs and board members to submit content to the editor.  A discussion ensued about the procedure for getting the content posted.  It was agreed to table the discussion until the end of the meeting.
10.  Public Safety Committee:

a. Revised Motion regarding Marijuana Dispensaries: Co-Chair Tara Brown opened by stating that the motion was not a statement in favor or against marijuana use, but rather a motion having to do with the massive proliferation of these illegal dispensaries in our community (34 on record within the MCWCC boundaries).  LAPD has stated that these dispensaries contribute to crime in the area.  The motion calls for the LA City Council to adopt complete, permanent regulations for these dispensaries, including preventing: an over-concentration in any neighborhood; operating close to schools, youth centers and religious facilities; and requiring security systems and guards.  Numerous stakeholders spoke in favor of the motion and presented evidence, including Steve Reis, Melvy Murguia, Barry Kramer, Don Duncan, Briana Oborn, Joan Fitzpatrick, Yuval Kremer, Jimmy Martinez, Gloria Mal, Peter Nichols, and Claudia Bayard.  Paul Lerner mentioned an expose on KCET regarding this issue to air on Thursday @ 8:00pm and Friday at 8:30pm.  Kevin Glynn stated that he spoke to the DEA, and that they are waiting for citizen complaints to take action.  Citizens may contact Agent Deana Router @ deanarouter@dea.gov or Agent Jean Johns.  The motion to adopt the revised motion passed unanimously with 26 votes in favor and no opposition or abstentions.

b. Announcement regarding the sexual assault near Cedars Sinai:  Co-Chair Paul Lerner thanked all the stakeholders who came to support the motion.  He announced that on 3/26/09 at 7:45pm on South Sherbourne Drive a sexual assault took place and that LAPD has a sketch of the suspect.  A flier was distributed.  If anyone has any information, please contact LAPD.
-Chair Andrew Lachman asked to present Agenda Item #16 early since he had an emergency to attend to.  The Chair’s Motion to oppose the slashing of the NC budgets from $50M to 11M was brought and seconded.  The motion won with a vote of 22 in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions.  
-A second Chair’s motion to approve the MCWCC provisional budget, due 6/1/09, that is the same as the 2008-09 budget ($24M Admin Asst., 6M Rent, $5.5M Elections, $500 Computer) to be reviewed within 6 months after the City budget was approved as amended to be reviewed within 60 days of the City’s budget.  The amended motion passed with a vote of 22 in favor, 0 opposed and 2 abstentions.  A comment by stakeholder Yuval Kremer requested that MCWCC consider contributing to Animal Services in some sort of matching program with other NC’s.  Andrew Lachman stated that it was a good idea and that the Board would consider it.
11.   Land Use Committee:

        a. The Farm of Beverly Hills at The Grove Motion: Jeffrey Jacobberger presented the motion, which calls for support of an application to upgrade to a full line of liquor, expand seating, and serve alcohol at an outdoor patio.  A representative for The Farm spoke and answered a few questions.  The motion was brought and seconded.  It passed with a vote of 21 in favor, 0 against and 3 abstentions.
     b. Cloverdale Market Motion: Jeffrey Jacobberger presented the motion, which calls for support of an application to renew an existing CUB for sale of beer and wine for offsite consumptions.  There have no complaints from residents.  The motion was brought and seconded.  It passed with a vote of 23 in favor, 0 against and 0 abstentions.
12.  Bylaws/Grievance Committee Report: Chair, Charles Lindenblatt, reported that the previous application for consistency changes to the Bylaws was approved by DONE.  The absences amendment application has been submitted and we are awaiting a response from DONE.  The current amendment application regarding election issues will be submitted tomorrow.  We have been waiting for the Chair to sign, which he has done tonight.  Mr. Lindenblatt stated that last months approval had issues as to where the substitution language was to be inserted.  He stated his frustration with the rushing through of Bylaws items which are always left to the end of the meetings and not given the time and attention that other committee issues are given.
13.  Public Policy Report: Chair, Ken Draper reported that the DOT motion that the Board approved a few months ago is progressing.
14.  Election Committee: 
     a. Budget Motion: Chair, Charles Lindenblatt stated that we need to set aside $7,500 to make sure there are funds available for elections in case the city clerk decides that they won’t fund them.  We can review this after the City’s budget for NCs is approved.
     b. Discussion and selection of MCWCC’s preferences for day of the week that elections should be held.  Mr. Lindenblatt reported that the City Clerk’s office did a random drawing and that MCWCC’s election will be between May 9 and May 15, 2010, as part of Region E.  The Board chose Thursday as first choice and Wednesday as second choice.  MCWCC does not want the election to take place on Friday or Saturday due to the large population of observant Jews in our NC.
     c. Appointment of MCWCC representative to the City Clerk’s Region E Election Day Selection Meeting.  It was unanimous that Charles Lindenblatt should serve in this position.

     d. Report: The Stipulation Worksheet that was approved last meeting will be signed tonight and submitted prior to the deadline of 6/1/09.

15.    Public Comment Period: None
16. Board Member Comments/Announcements: 

     - Teresa Feldman brought up Chair, Andrew Lachman’s endorsement of City Council candidate Paul Koretz on a piece of campaign literature.
     - Vincent Autiero reported on the Mayor’s Budget meeting.

     - Keith Nakata thanked the Public Safety Committee for all the good work on the revised marijuana dispensary motion.

     - Jeffrey Jacobberger announced a meeting on 5/13/09 at NCJW from 6:00pm-8:00pm on the 3rd street traffic program.
     - Charles Lindenblatt commented on his disappointment of the way the Board handled the bylaws committee’s motions last month.  He feels that they were rushed through and not given the time that other committees get.
The meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.
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