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MCWCC Minutes of 3/10/09

MCWCC Board Meeting of 4/14/09
MINUTES

Submitted by Stacy Bertuccelli, Board Member
Subject to approval by the Board on 5/12/09
1.   Call to Order:  First Vice-Chair Jeffrey Jacobberger called the meeting to order and roll call was taken.  26 of the 42 members were present (attendance sheet on file).
2.  Opening Remarks from Chair:  Jeffrey Jacobberger announced that Janeen Weiss resigned as a Renter’s Representative.  She thought the organization did not fulfill what she desired.  He urged Board Members to share their concerns and ideas. 
3.   Approval of Minutes: There was a motion to approve the March 10, 2009 minutes. The minutes passed without opposition.
4.   Public Comment Period: No Public Comment.
5.   Announcements from City Representatives: None.


6.   Financial Report from Treasurer:  None.  Treasurer was out of town.
Committee Reports and Motions

7.   Arts and Recreation Committee:  Chair Rebecca Ver-Straten McSparran announced the MMAW on April 18, 2009 and distributed flyers.  All were encouraged to attend.
8.   Communications Committee Report: Ryan Bruyninckx announced that the new Mid City West website was up and running.  He encouraged all to check it out.  The site is in current need of content which should be submitted to the editors.
9.   Transportation Parking and Streetscape:

a. West Third Street Motion: Chair, Jeffrey Jacobberger recused himself.  Michael Darner presented the motion which calls for a letter of support for Metro Call for Projects to obtain funding for community valet program and streetscape improvements on West Third Street. Discussion ensued regarding the cost of the program, which is estimated at roughly ½ million dollars, which will include lighting, benches, planters, valet parking and more.  The motion passed with a vote of 25 in favor and 2 abstaining.

b. Olympic/Pico Motion: This motion calls for MCW to provide input to the City of LA regarding preparation of Environmental Impact Report for Olympic West-Pico East Initiative.  This initiative would impact Olympic and Pico between Fairfax and Centinela, with retiming of lights, temporary no parking times, and other measures to reduce traffic and congestion.  After discussion, the motion passed with a vote of 28 in favor, none opposed and no abstentions.
10.   Public Safety Committee:

     a. Illegal Medical Marijuana Dispensary Motion: Paul Lerner gave background.  Despite a moratorium, around 200 dispensaries have opened illegally, and the government will no longer do raids on these illegal establishments.  There have been armed robberies and a murder associated with these dispensaries.  The Public Safety Committee is asking the Board to approve the motion which would call on City Council members, Tom LaBonge (CD4) and Jack Weiss (CD5) to expedite the City Council review and denial of all hardship exception applications in the MCW area.  After discussion and proposal to strike the words “and denial” from the motion, it was referred back to committee with a vote of 17 in favor, 12 opposed and 1 abstention.
      b. Public Safety Walk:  Tara Brown reported on the first Public Safety Walk on Sunday 3/22/09 and stated that they saw good things and bad things on the walk.  Sr. Lead Officer called the city with regard to the overgrown trees that were discovered on the walk and the trees were already trimmed.    
11.   Land Use Committee:

        a. 300 S. Wetherly Drive Motion: Chair Brad Seiling introduced the motion to approve the replacement of the existing 84 units with a 14 story 95 unit tower.  He explained that the applicants have worked extensively with LUC and the community by doing things such as purchasing apartments for Cedars Sinai employees and getting involved in the 3rd street valet project.  There was a power point presentation from the applicant, followed by public comment both in favor and against the project. The substitute motion, presented by Charles Lindenblatt,  lost with a vote of 5 in favor and 19 opposed. The main motion lost 13 in favor, 14 against and 1 abstention.
     b. Jian Restaurant Motion: Brad Seiling put forward the motion, which calls for opposing certain requests on the modification of the CUP, such as including increased hours, and a reduction in number of valets, and supporting certain requirements, including elimination of a doorman and modifying certain requirements regarding valet parking charges and on and off-site parking.  Sherrie Olson presented on behalf of the applicant followed by public comment, both for and against.  The motion passed with a vote of 27 in favor, 1 against and 3 abstentions. 
12.  Bylaws/Grievance Committee:

       a. Motion regarding Initial Post-Certification Election of Board of Directors: Motion presented by Chair, Charles Lindenblatt.  Substitute motion submitted by Jeff Jacobberger, which removes specific language about what the specific responsibilities of the NC’s and City Clerk
 would be and changes positioning of certain language within the bylaws.  After discussion, the substitute motion was accepted into the main motion with a vote of 21 in favor, 3 opposed and 3 abstaining.  The motion as substituted passed with a vote of 22 in favor, 2 opposed and 2 abstentions.
13.   Election Committee: MCWCC responses for the 2010 NC Election Procedures Stipulation Worksheet issued by the City Clerk. Charles Lindenblatt opened by stating that NC’s have been given an opportunity to change their bylaws and to weigh in on how the elections are run.  The Board went over each section of the worksheet and voted on options where necessary.  Section 3 Method for Verifying Stakeholder Status, Board voted Self Affirmation with 22 in favor and 0 opposed 0 abstentions.  Section 6 Board Terms, Board voted to keep two year terms with a vote of 21 in favor, 1 opposed, 0 abstentions.  Section 8 – Vacancy Clause will remain as stated in the Bylaws.  Section 9 – Governing Board Composition and Voting, Board voted to keep as is, with a vote of 20 in favor.  Section 11 – Declaring Candidacy for Positions on the Board, Board voted for declaration of one position per single election cycle, with a vote of 18 in favor, 3 opposed and 2 abstentions.  Chair thanked Charles Lindenblatt for all his work on this matter.

14.    Public Comment Period: None
15. Board Member Comments/Announcements: None.
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.
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