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MID CITY WEST COMMUNITY COUNCIL




Land Use Committee

   


Meeting Minutes





March 24, 2010 (6:30 P.M.)

National Council of Jewish Women 

543 N. Fairfax Avenue, Room 103
1. The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Jeffrey Jacobberger at 6:35 pm. Also present were Charles Lindenblatt, Julie Kleinick, Teresa Feldman, Steven Kramer, Michael Barba, Alan Goldstein and Keith Nakata.
2. Approval of Minutes – Deferred to the April meeting.
3. Open Public Comment – None.
4. Third Street & Fairfax: (ZA-2009-4008) –   Application by the Gilmore Company to apply for two licenses for the sale of alcohol. The first for an approx 16,300 sf specialty grocery/pharmacy (Gilmore refers to this as tenant Major 1; a tenant has yet to be signed) with full line off site sales of alcohol and on site consumption of alcohol for tasting; a tenant has yet to be signed for this space. The second application is for the corner restaurant/pub requesting full line on site with full line off site sales. It was 
decided that both applications be reviewed individually. Discussion centered mostly on restaurant/pub with concerns expressed about the dancing and live entertainment component, hours of operation, issues surrounding amplified and non amplified live music and queuing in the parking lot. Concerns were expressed about the 

vagueness of the roof top dining space.

Grocery/pharmacy: Kramer moved and Feldman seconded a motion in support of the applicant with the following conditions: 10:00am to 11:00pm on site alcohol sales; off site alcohol sales 6:00am to 2:00am; on site security guard 8:00pm to 2:00am. The vote was unanimous in support of the motion.

Restaurant/pub: Barba moved and Kramer seconded a motion in support of the application with the following conditions: on site alcohol sales 7:00am to 2:00am; off site sales concurrent with hours of operation; no live music or DJ on the roof; applicant and operator to come back to MCW for a one year review from date of occupancy. The vote was unanimous in support of the motion.
5.  420 North Fairfax: (ZA-2009-4111-CUB) – This is an application for the sale of beer and wine for an existing Chinese Restaurant, 88 Chinese & Sushi. The restaurant is approximately 1,500 square feet with 28 seats. The current owner, Sam Wu, has owned the restaurant since October 2007. Mr. Wu explained that his business is down significantly and he is hoping that the ability to offer beer and wine to his customers will help him stay in business. The committee discussed the fact that beer and wine service is offered at most of the restaurants that are opened late along Fairfax. This restaurant is opened from 11am-2am Sunday through Thursday and 11am to 3am on Friday and Saturday. The applicant requested the ability to serve beer and wine during his existing operating hours, subject to the state restrictions. Kleinick moved and Kramer seconded a motion to support the application. Feldman, Kleinick, Jacobberger, Kramer, and Barba voted yes; Lindenblatt and Nakata abstained. 
6. Little Bar: 757 So. La Brea Ave. (ZA-2010-228-CUB) –Angelo Vacco, the owner of Little Bar discussed his application to upgrade his existing beer and wine license (a type 42) to a full-line license (a type 48). He has owned the bar since 2004. His current license allows him to be open from 10am to 2am, 7 days a week and he is not seeking a change to that. He is approved as a non-conforming use and therefore does not have any on-site parking. His bar is about 872 square feet plus 442 square feet of storage. He does not serve food. There is a maximum occupancy of 50 people. He has met with Sgt. Anthony Vasquez, the vice sergeant for Wilshire Vice, with Captain Eric Davis, commanding officer of Wilshire Division and Jim O’Sullivan of MMRA and none of them have any objections to his application. Kramer moved and Feldman seconded to accept the request for application. The vote was unanimous to support the motion.
7.  CVS Pharmacy: 303 So. La Brea Ave. (ZA-2009-3968-DUB-CU-GB) – This is an application for the sale of full line alcohol in a new retail drug store with on-site parking. Ira Handleman and Keith Coffman represented the developer, Landmark Retail Group. This was the 3rd visit to the Land Use Committee. The revised plans that were brought to Land Use the last time have been rejected by CVS as too expensive. This time they provided the committee with plans that were less generic than the first scheme but not as distinctive as the second scheme. Some committee members expressed disappointment at the reversal of plans. There was more discussion about the fact that CVS would not have an entrance on the corner of La Brea and 3rd since the majority of customers would be entering from the parking lot. Some committee members requested that this be revisited. This was also discussed by two members of the public, Thomas Schneider and Lucille Saunders. The developer will bring the committee’s comments back to CVS and will return at a future date. 
8. Proposal re Renewals of Existing Alcohol Conditional Use Permits – An article was circulated to committee members that was published in the LA Business Journal and written by the President of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, Leron Gubler, about problems existing restaurants are having getting their CUP’s renewed. Gubler suggests in the article that the City Council create a stream-lined process that allows businesses that have been in compliance with their CUP to be able to renew in a shorter period of time. The process would require weigh-in by the neighborhood council, police department and council office. The committee members agreed to invite Gubler to speak at the next Land Use meeting to see how MCWCC could participate in getting this process improved.
9. Hollywood Community Plan Update: There was a discussion about the status of the Plan. The committee members discussed inviting a representative from the Planning Department to a Land Use meeting after the Draft EIR is issued. 
10. Review of recent applications/filings and future Land Use Committee items – There was a discussion about the role of the committee in design review issues. There was a discussion about how to keep the community informed about land use issues going on within our boundaries. Feldman agreed to e-mail the early notification list to the Communications Committee who will be asked to post the section on MCWCC on our website.
11. Discussion of a “wish list” of neighborhood improvements and/or mitigation measures that could be requested of land use applicants - Jacobberger circulated a very comprehensive list from the TPS Committee for the land use members to consider.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
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