MID CITY WEST COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Arts and Recreation Committee Minutes

August 4, 2009

Attendees: Rebecca Ver Straten-McSparran, David Mann, Sabrina Simmons, Chris Denson, Jane Burrell

Guests – Saray Deiseil and Leyna Roget-Indigo Project, Pamela Schoenberg-DNJ Gallery

1. Public Comment

Representatives from Indigo Project reported that they are partnering with Chalk for Peace to bring families together to chalk sidewalks in the area during the month of September.  They would like to partner with the Miracle Mile Art Walk on this project.  Rebecca mentioned that the September Art Walk will be on La Brea and suggested the parking lot at Sonora Café.  David and Indigo will investigate the possibility of using the parking lot.  Rebecca also mentioned another, but less ideal, location at 4th and La Brea.  The Committee supported involving the Chalk for Peace project in the September Art Walk. 

2. September Art Walk Plans

Rebecca will be getting volunteers together to work on details for the event.  She wants to line up the events for the year in advance to help with planning.  Evenings seem to work well but some of the galleries are reluctant to stay open into the evening.  Evenings also work well in the summer but not be good once the weather changes.  The Committee decided to hold the October Art Walk in the evening but to possibly return to daytime for November.  Attendance seems to be half to two-thirds less in the daytime than in the evening.  This plan will be subject to whether the galleries will stay open.  There was also a discussion of shifting the hours to go slightly into the evening.  The Committee will discuss this further (see below).

For the September event, Merry Karnowski will be the host gallery.  Greater Wilshire and Bill Bergstrom will help with the event.  Rebecca asked C’Brea to host the food but needs a location for the after party and the tour galleries.  There may be a design event the same day; Rebecca is waiting to hear.

Quarterly versus Monthly:  Rebecca brought up the possibility of shifting the event to quarterly.  The event was made monthly to establish a routine for the neighborhood and to convince gallery owners of the importance of the art walk.  Now that it is an established program, and in consideration of the amount of work involved in a monthly program, there is the possibility of returning to quarterly events.

David brought up the idea of bringing the gallery owners together to discuss the hours and schedule.  David and Jane will work on a date for LACMA to host the meeting in late September.

3. July Event Recap

The event had great energy and having three adjacent galleries was excellent, however connecting galleries is a challenge due to proximity.  There were issues with the Holly Trolley and with the food being set up before the event; there needs to be a volunteer to monitor food in the future.

4. Greater Wilshire NC Participation

Chris Denson reported that they have committed $1,800 for the next six months.  They are interested in events on La Brea but may give the full amount even if all the events are not on La Brea.

5. Website Report

Chris reported that the website is live.  There are still two pages that need to be filled in.  There is a blog and the Art Walk is also on Facebook and Twitter.  For the website go to www.mireaclemileartwalk.com
6. Budget

Rebecca met with the MCWCC Executive Group about the discrepancy in the amount of the budget request at the last Board meeting.  She will present a request for $2,500 to rectify the situation at the meeting on August 11th and asked that members of the committee support that request.

7. Other Business

Holly Humes from KCRW offered 30 second on air live reads for $3,000.  Shawni will contact her to see if there might be other opportunities for partnering or volunteering at the pledge drive in the future to draw attention to the Art Walk as the $3,000 fee might be more than the Arts and Recreation Committee can allocate for publicity.  She is also trying to contact Huell Howser to do a program on the Miracle Mile Art Walk.

8. Parks and Recreation

In the past, various members have wanted to focus on Parks and Recreation but there was no follow-through.  This is needed, since it is a part of our committee responsibility.  Last meeting Stan Brent expressed interest in this area.  Rebecca will follow up with him to see how he would like to proceed.  She will also announce it at the next board meeting, asking other board members who are interested to work with the committee on this.

Next Meeting:  September 1, 2009, 6:30 p.m. at 5455 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1615, 90036

Meeting adjourned at 8 pm

