MCW Meeting Minutes





Tues. February 2nd, 2010
Attending: David Mann, Bruce McCormick, Nina Diamante-Vera, Barbara Pflaumer (LACMA), Judy, Stephen Kramer, Shawni Dracoules, Chris Denson, Rebecca Ver Straten-McSparran, Nicole Ambrosetti
Call to Order

Roll Call & Introductions (everyone introduced themselves)

Public Comments

I. MMAW 

Ideas and Plans for next Art Walk (April 17):

· Note: the weekend of the 17th conflicts with:

· Coachella

· LACMA’s Collector’s Committee

· Last Sunday (1/31/10) the LA Times featured a cartoon spread depicting the Jan. Art Walk on the second page of the Calendar section. This went to all zip codes (including OC).

· Shawni noted that Jan. Art Walk was the “dress rehearsal” for the 2010 Art Walks. Going forward she’ll be sending a single comprehensive schedule with the MMAW one sheet to everyone.

· April 17: Nicole looking into RSVP websites for participants to let MMAW know beforehand whether or not they are riding the Trolley. Judy brought up a good point re: likelihood that elderly or trolley-riding participants won’t RSVP via web.

Trolley:

· Given the expanded area of each art walk (both Wilshire and La Brea/Beverly), participants more likely to depend on trolley

· Elderly or those typically buying art also dependent on quick way to move from one gallery to other end of blvd.

· CD4/CD5 affinity for Starline Tours (as opposed to Holly Trolley) means that we it’s donated/not an expense

· During April 17 Art Walk, we need to take note of how much the Trolley(s) are being utilized/how many people riding them, and create a Pro/Con list or otherwise see how the transportation can be more effective

· Shawni, Judy and Nicole to discuss Judy’s transportation ideas

· Two Trolleys instead of one, in case one breaks? Courtesy vans for end of night?
Participating Galleries:

· Barbara floated the idea of gallery feedback system

· Steve Kramer suggested that galleries report whether or not they had “a good night” (and thus report qualitative as opposed to quantitative data)

· Chris mentioned that MMAW meant to help promote, but not serve explicitly as marketing tool, for area galleries

Updated MMAW video: Chris presented; can post on YouTube, other social media sites

Art Talks (MMAW):

· Shawni will send tri? Or biweekly updates

· Adriana should continue designing poster (can respond with quick turnaround)

Update re: Greater Wilshire:

· No news re: transfer of $1800. Should be given from Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council to MCW Council through David Strouse, MCW Treasurer.  Chris Denson will coordinate.

Gallery Forum IV meeting: David Mann organizing

· David mentioned using banners (for umbrella stands) instead of balloons. Could require $50 from each gallery that wants a banner in front (price all-inclusive).

· Judy willing to house banners between Art Walks.

· Shawni to follow up with Barbara re: cost of banners, concrete, poles, fabric, etc. if we go the DIY route. Using a vendor may cost $17,000 (?) for the stretch of Wilshire between Fairfax and La Brea.

II. Recreation Facilities – Stanley Brent arranging (not present)
III. Trash Can Art – participants not present
IV. LA Contemporary Art Fair 2010 (last week)

· Promoted MMAW. Barbara asked if we ought to get promotion through events of that caliber every quarter.

V. Closing comments:

· April 17 MMAW: Liz Gordon (Loft at Liz’s) wants to kick it off at 1:00 pm with “afternoon tea”.  Two after parties: one will be at Ed Cella. 

· Lucy Foundation partnered with Monthly Photography LA (magazine). Project is 160 photos conveying 160 years of photography (in LA, or in general). May also involve Korean Cultural Center and Viola! Gallery.

· Rocco Landesman (NEA Chair) visiting LA during AAM conference (May 23- 26)

Next meeting: Tuesday, March 2nd at:

 5455 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 1615/ Los Angeles, CA 90036

(The meetings thereafter may take place at the LACMA café – TBD)

