Arts and Recreation Committee

Minutes

December 1, 2009

Attendees: Rebecca Ver Straten-McSparran, David Mann, Jane Burrell, Shawni Dracoules, Stan Brent, Sabrina Simmons, Bruce McCormick, Stephen Kramer, Nina Diamanti-Verda, and guests

1.  Gallery Forum 2, Update

· Edward Cella created a sheet for gallery owners to fill in about the artists they will have at the Art Walk in January.  Shawni has received only a few and will follow up with the galleries.  

· The press release was sent to the Larchmont Chronicle but Shawni has not heard back from all the gallery owners who were asked to approve the release.  She will follow up on that as well.  

· Galley owners were asked to send the press release to their contacts.

· Art Ltd’s deadline for advertising will be extended.  Depending on the responses, it will be a section or a pull-out.  David to follow up and let Rebecca know which galleries have agreed to advertise.

· There will be a planning meeting in early January with the gallery owners interested in coordinating and supporting the Art Walk.  Shawni will organize the meeting.

· Rebecca and David mentioned that it is gratifying that the galley owners are showing a sense of ownership of the Miracle Mile Art Walk.

· Rebecca will look into changing the name to the Miracle Mile District Art Walk.

2.  November Art Walk Recap

· Members commented on the high quality of the artist talks.  Rebecca mentioned that the artist talks are a distinguishing feature of the MM Art Walk.

· Thomas Paul expressed an interest in donor development and the sharing of gallery client lists.  The committee felt this would not be something other gallery owners would support.

· Chris brought up the idea of documenting the artist talks and posting the videos on the website.  

· Shawni suggested having someone pour wine at the After Party and putting out a tip jar to raise funds.

3. Greater Wilshire NC participation/sponsorship 

· Chris will bill them for the entire amount at one time.  Rebecca asked that the payment be in by the next meeting.

4. Holly Trolley 

· Due to the problems with payment for the Holly Trolley at the last Art Walk, the Committee will look into the situation further.  Stephen Kramer will contact Council Districts to request funding.

· The Department of Neighborhood Empowerment is saying that they will not longer pay for artist events, balloons, or buses.  The Mid City West Community Council treasurer is looking into this. 

· Rebecca will continue to work with the Holly Trolley to see if they will continue to provide busing.

5. Recreation Facilities – no report at this time

6. Trash Can Art

· An Echo Park Trash Can Art project was introduced.  Artists decorated city trash cans.

· The Committee thought this was an interesting project.  Sabrina suggested having students decorate trash cans for the Miracle Mile community.  Volunteer Holly Mattson will look into the project to see if it would be possible for the Arts and Recreation Committee to do something similar.

7. Other Business

· The Committee approved a motion to request $7,500 for next year’s annual budget.

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm

