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Arts and Recreation Committee: Oct. 6th, 2009

Meeting Notes

Attendees:  Rebecca, David Mann, Chris Denson, Shawni  Dracoules, Nicole Ambrosetti, Jane Burrell, Stan Brent, Caryn from D&J and Suzy Cortez from Mission Renaissance Fine Art Schools

Presenting Attendees: 

· Friends of The Fairfax Theater : Brian Curran (Hollywood Heritage), Rory Cunningham (Art Deco Society, part of FFX Theater Group), Hillsmen Wright (had to leave early, Exec. Director of LA Historical Theater Fund, Guy Tonno (LA Conservancy), Cliff Chang

· Pan Pacific Park (two separate budget requests on the behalf thereof): Rose Lewis (Member of Park Advisory Board), Nikki Ezhari (Sr. Field Deputy for Tom LaBonge), Catherine [?]

Pan Pacific Park 

Re: Budget Request 1: Annual Halloween Festival at the park

· Request for help with funding, in the past they were able to get funding from the Parks budget and Tom LaBonge donations, but this year they’ve come up short due to city cutbacks. Rose doesn’t know all the numbers (budget last year for entire event was $4,000?). 

· Serena Fisk, the Exec. Director (not present at meeting) is asking us for any help we can give. They are asking us for $500.

· Details: event takes place on Halloween this year from 5 – 9 pm. Last year around 250 children and 100 adults came. Buses came with scouts, the activities include costume contests/prizes and a haunted house.

· Stan Brent is the Committee’s Parks point person. 

· Rebecca asked about opportunities to promote the MMAW. They said they can discuss putting out flyers/banners/posters, but they do not have an email list for the Halloween fest. Shops along Beverly will have their own booths offering discounts/giveaways so MMAW promotion shouldn’t be an issue.

· Recommendation: Vote on donating $500 at the next Mid-City West meeting. Motion carried.

Re: Budget Request 2: Coverings/Roofs for the Dugouts at the park

· Per Nikki Ezhari, Darlene Stoker came with a few photos for two ideas for new dugout coverings (aluminum or mesh).

· Children especially need the dugouts to be shaded. Past remedies failed, as the makeshift tarps were pulled down and the ties were cut (the security office is not close to all three dugouts, so they don’t know who pulled down the tarps – possibly park patrons -- or why they were taken down)

· Three dugouts total at Pan Pacific Park, each at least 6 feet high. Dugouts need a cover that goes up to 7 feet off the ground, and this extra foot will be the bulk of the labor-associated costs for the project.

· Nikki (et al.) are asking for budget help, because they don’t want to rely on the available Quimby funds. The reason for this is that using such funds requires employing (union?)/city workers, which will result in time delays due to city cutbacks and furloughs. The project deadline (at least for one dugout cover) is April, when the baseball season begins. She doubts they can reach that deadline using only Quimby funds.

· They will need to apply for a permit  (and comply with ADA standards) so they want to start the process of building ASAP

· Aluminum Covering: $5,000 per dugout. They said we could help out with just one dugout for this year (and thus pay only $5K, instead of $10K for 2 dugouts, or $15K for three)

· Related info: they mentioned past projects have totaled $2 million and $3 million (for a pool)

· Stan asked about kids’ uniforms (hats), as he didn’t see the urgency of this project

· Nicole asked if cost was all-or-nothing  (if MCW would be forced to help in only the $5K increments).  Nicole asked if it was possible to divvy up the funding between MCW and the Quimby funds, so that MCW spends less than $5K? If MCW shared the burden of cost for one dugout with their Quimby funds, we could likewise divide the project into more urgent tasks (where we don’t use Quimby/city workers) and long-term tasks (where city budget problems won’t cause delays for the project).

· Stan mentioned yet another alternative (probably much cheaper): using chain link fence with plastic strip inserts as a dugout cover.

· Stan asked: If MCW assists in dugout costs, can the covers be recovered in the future? Nikki said this wouldn’t be likely.

· If we the do manage to build just one cover, this would go over the dugout that is closest (most easily observed by) the security office. It’s the dugout also most used by kids.

· Stan suggested the advocates also look into asking the LA Dodgers Org, for charity funds

· Rebecca suggested looking into “Permanent Charities” (pool of donations from Entertainment Industry Professionals)

· Recommendation: Nikki Ezhari and the other advocates will invest time into researching additional alternatives for dugout covers, compile bids, and start the process with their Dept. of Recreation. Motion carried.

· Friends of The Fairfax Theater:
· Grassroots effort started by two area residents

· Cliff Chang, President (Hollywood Heritage and West of Fairfax?, includes FFx, Crescent Heights, and 3rd Street)

· Problem: current owner of the Fairfax Theater, a 1929 Art Deco Building , wants to tear it down and build apartment building their instead

· Friends of FFX Theater are opposed to this demolition and construction for several reasons:

· Would increase traffic in an already congested area

· Would increase parking difficulties for current residents/ shop patrons

· Main reason: The FFX Theater is a historical Monument

· As such they ask that MCW supports the bid to designate the FFX Theater as a “Los Angeles Historical Cultural Monument”

· Designation process (all in all) will likely last on year. The process begins with writing a nomination (which they are doing now, aiming for early November completion). They will send the Arts/Rec Committee of MCW copies of the nomination when it’s finished. The Historical Culture Commission then reviews the nomination proposal, there is a Council vote, and they visit the site.

· The owner has not begun demolition process (no demo permit yet). Thus if the Theater can be designated by the city, this will increase its protection against demolition.  A designation doesn’t make the Theater immune to future demolition, but at the very least it will force further conversation and stall the wrecking process.

· LA used to have 1500 such art deco theaters, but now LA only has 24 or so buildings 

· Rory says the Art Deco Society doesn’t aim to save all the theaters, but just the few that remain there. 

· The FFX theater has been neglected of late, but, it can be improved easily, as most of the original structure/furnishing are still present.

· The group’s goal is to prevent demolition. They would have some regulations on future use, but such regulations wouldn’t preclude any category of future use. (Theater can be used as screenings, premiers, religious events, live theater, etc. Currently hosts annual Outfest).  

· Theater originally built for capacity of 1500. Now holds 400 in main auditorium and 200 or fewer in the two smaller wings. But full potential capacity estimated at 1200. 

· Rebecca asked about tech aspects of building (i.e. is a digital feed, like at Met Opera, possible?) They don’t know about this yet.

· Once nomination copies come to Art/Rec of MCW (probably in PowerPoint form), they can be further distributed to land use committee.

· Recommendation: MCW will vote on whether it supports the Friends of Fairfax Theater proposal to nominate The Fairfax Theater as a Los Angeles Historical Cultural Monument. Motion Carried.

Suzy Cortez: Mission Renaissance Fine Art 

· The company may help sponsor October Art Walk

· Raffle for Art Walkers to win 1 month of free classes will occur at MMAW After Party

· Company partnered with American Artist Magazine . This means they can also offer Art Walkers discounts (59%) on subscription to magazine.

· Suzy can reach out to wine companies for free wine for October Art Walk, She also knows  how to arrange (free) limoncello tastings. Her company’s marketing director may also be able to help with Flyer for Thursday’s Meeting (Gallery Forum 2)

Gallery Forum 2:

· 29 participants so far (includes MCW people). Shawni sent the RSVPs to Erin Sorensen. 

· Galleries (Shawni has list) include Acme, Ed Cella, Steve Turner Contemporary, Viola!.  Ace, will probably also join (Ed Cella following up with Doug Chrismas). Also possibly coming: Steve Cohen, Michael Kohn, 1315. Couturier can’t come, nor can Liz Gordon.

· At 7 pm: wine/cheese tasting begins, we pass out questionnaires/ list of discussion topics to gallerists (?)

· At 8 pm: Rebecca, Jane, and David will do most of the talking at the event (on behalf of MCW):

· 1) Jane makes opening Statement

· 2) David makes another opening statement (includes his ideas about connections between MMAW clientele and the galleries, and the galleries with each other as there are different categories of galleries: walk-in vs. established patron galleries)

· Top three items discussed. Jane will remind guests of 8 pm closing so as to keep discussion moving.  All speakers will frame everything positively so it’s constructive (and not a gripefest ().  Rebecca can reign in tangents. We can use this opportunity to garner more participation (on behalf of galleries) in the MMAW and show how the MMAW has helped them by bringing of greater sense of community to the area.

· Questionnaires/ list of discussion (we need to prioritize these to come up with the top three):

· How is the MMAW going for the galleries? What are the struggles, benefits, recommendations?

· Do galleries want monthly or quarterly Art Walk (etc.)?

· Discuss gallery responsibilities and what roles they’d like to play in planning process (how can they become less passive?). At actual MMAW, galleries can be more active with Art Walkers (greeting people, etc.)

· Do they want a holiday-centered MMAW in November (bring up if there’s time)?

· Inform galleries of the gains we’ve made since start of MMAW: difference visible in number and caliber of participants. Ask who’s sold pieces since MMAW began (i.e. Liz sold some works at last After Party?). Highlight D&J’s own assistance with website (via Flatscreen).

· Ask galleries for suggestions on how we can further make our transition from a public, “bus-type” of event to one that effectively cultivates collectors. We’ve observed more collectors at the late afternoon/evening Art Walks.

· Can galleries time future openings to coincide with the MMAW? What are the channels of communication between individual galleries and how can they be improved/used to work with MMAW? 

October Art Walk:

· We can keep the refreshments minimal going forward. Suzy Cortez can help with drinks.

· Mission Renaissance Fine Art can have a booth for their flat-screen (DVDs/ ads) and raffle.

· David and Nicole to confirm galleries

· Restaurant: Chris asking Cowboys and Turbans

· Rebecca coordinating press (Art Scee email, eblast)  with volunteers

November Art Walk (and going forward):

· Co-directors: Chris Denson and David Mann. Chris on marketing materials/promotions, David on gallery contacts and talks.

· Jane will be joined by LACMA’s new Director of Education

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.


